
Buffalo County Minutes

Committee/Board: Joint Finance/Law Enforcement/Health & Human Services & 
Veterans Committee 

Date of Meeting: Thursday, March 3, 2016

Electronic and Hard Copy Filing Date: Friday, March 4, 2016

Chair Douglas Kane called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.

Board Members Present: Mr. Douglas Kane, Mr. David Eddy, Mr. Donald Hillert, Mr. Larry 
Grisen, Ms. Mary Anne McMillan Urell, Ms. Lou Anne Roby, Mr. John Kriesel, Ms. Linda 
Smith, Mr. Elden Schlesser, Mr. Dennis Youngbauer, and Mr. Jason Mork.  Mr. David 
Danzinger joined the meeting at 4:35 p.m.  Ms. Wendy Kleinschmidt was excused.  

Others Present for All or Part of the Meeting: Ms. Sonya Hansen, Ms. Roxann Halverson, 
Judge James Duvall, Sheriff Mike Schmidtknecht, Ms. Melissa Brunner, Mr. Logan Olson, Mr.
Mike Osmond, Mr. Dave Rynders, Ms. Brenda Berning, Ms. Danielle Schalinske, Ms. Tori 
Bautch, and Ms. Jessica Zitur. 

Public Comment regarding Posted Agenda Items:  None.

Discussion on Draft Proposal for Alternatives to Incarceration: Judge Duvall discussed 
the work that has been done regarding Community Justice Services.  He discussed the goals
in sentencing a person and how studies have shown that jail is not an effective tool to change
the behavior of the person who has offended.  Part of the CJS is to get the offender the type 
of treatment they need so that they do not reoffend.  Judge Duvall explained the process of 
the offender being assessed by someone in DHHS and then brought to court for sentencing.  
If the assessment shows the person would benefit from CJS, they are placed on monitoring 
and matched up with the services they need.  The offender would pay for the monitoring, 
services and any testing that would be required.  Mr. Rynders explained the assessment 
process would take approximately 20-30 minutes per offender.  He also explained the 
different types of testing and why they would be needed. Ms. Berning explained the 
community work services portion.  This would be where the offender would be assigned to 
certain jobs and times to work.  The offender would pay a fee to be in this program.  Ms. 
Berning indicated that the fees that the offender would pay would help cover costs of the 
program but not all of the costs.  This type of program has been done in larger counties, for 
example La Crosse County, but has not been done in smaller rural counties like Buffalo 
County.  Questions were asked on funding, merging the program with other counties, number
of employees to run the program and closing of the jail.  There are grants that can be applied 
for to help with funding, but initially the County would need to fund the program.  Judge Duvall
indicated that he has not formally talked with Pepin County about this program, but will.  
There will need to be one additional staff member dedicated to this program in the DHHS 
Department and as the program progresses there may be a need for more staff.  Mr. Rynders
indicated that even with this program there will still be a need for the jail, as not everyone will 
qualify for the program.  Sheriff Schmidtknecht does not feel closing the jail would work as 
the cost to house inmates in other counties would be more.  



Mr. Logan Olson asked the members to look at the safety and training of the officers and 
provide funding for those items before funding new programs that may not work.

Mr. Mike Osmond passed out a list of services and questions he had regarding this program. 
He would rather have these services be offered before a person offends than waiting until 
after they offend to help them.  

It was the consensus of all committee members to continue to move forward with the 
research and get more details on the funding.

Adjournment: Mr. Grisen made a motion to adjourn at 5:30 p.m., seconded by Mr. Hillert.  
Carried. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Roxann M. Halverson
Buffalo County Clerk


