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Buffalo County Minutes

Committee/Board: Health and Human Services and Veterans Service Committee

Date of Meeting: Tuesday, August 2, 2016

Electronic and Hard Copy Filing Date: August 24, 2016

Location: Department of Health and Human Services
Buffalo County Courthouse – 3rd Floor
3rd Floor Conference Room
407 S 2nd Street, Alma, Wisconsin

Meeting was called to order by Mr. John Kriesel at 6:00 PM

1.  ROLL CALL/BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Roll call was taken.  Members 
present were: Mr. John Kriesel, Mr. Elden Schlesser, Ms. Linda Smith,
Ms. Joette Gillett, Ms. Mary Anne McMillan-Urell, and Ms. Lou Anne Roby.
 Ms. Wendy Kleinschmidt not in attendance.

    OTHERS PRESENT FOR ALL OR PART OF THE MEETING:
 Mr. David Rynders, Ms. April Loeffler, Mr. Stephen LaValla, Mr. Jim Goss,
Mr. Shawn Squires

2.  Public Hearing on 2017 DHHS Budget – To run concurrently with other meeting
     Agenda items

3.  MINUTES:
A motion was made by Ms. McMillan-Urell and seconded by Ms. Smith to approve the

minutes from the July 5th, 2016 meeting.  All voting yes, motion carried.

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING POSTED AGENDA ITEMS:
No public comments.

5.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – VETERANS SERVICES MONTHLY 
     VOUCHER
The YTD expense sheet was presented by Mr. Goss with no discussion or questions.

6.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE
     UPDATES
  Will be discussed in agenda line item #7 Veterans Service 2017 budget.
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7.  VETERANS SERVICE 2017 BUDGET
The 2017 Veterans Service budget was presented by Mr. Goss with request for approval.
Mr. Goss explained the income/expenses report showing an overall decrease in the 
budget for 2017.  Mr. Goss shared that any IT expenses he incurs will be covered by a 
grant.  A request was made to hire Le Anne Loesel to run the County Government Youth 
Day which will be covered by the Veterans Service budget.
A motion was made by Mr. Elden Schlesser and seconded by Ms. Mary Anne McMillan 
to accept the Veterans Service 2017 budget.  Motion carried.

8.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT
The medication collection unit is now in place outside the Sheriff Department door.
An Environmental Tracking grant was applied for to increase water testing throughout
the County; Buffalo County did not receive the grant.
The Public Health nurse position has been filled by Jaclyn Fisher.
Ms. Loeffler conveyed that she was approached by Lt. Mikelson asking if the Public
Health unit could take on the jail nurse responsibilities. Ms. Loeffler stated that after
further research the Public Health unit would not be the best avenue to provide this
service, as Public Health’s focus is increasingly system/education/prevention focused, not
individual care focused.
There were questions and discussion on the Public Health report.  Ms. Loeffler also
shared that DHHS is participating in a Mosquito Surveillance study throughout the
County.

9.   REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – AGING VEHICLES
Mr. LaValla presented information regarding the 8521 grant where we received funding
to purchase two 2010 buses. The 2010 buses are fully depreciated and we are free and
clear to sell them.  Options were discussed on how to dispose of them.  No action is
required at this time.

10.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION –  2017 DHHS BUDGET
Mr. Shawn Squires presented the 2017 budget for HHS, Agent of the State, and CJS
(Community Justice Services). Ms. McMillan-Urell made a motion to accept the 2017
DHHS budget and Ms. Smith seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

11.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – ADRC SPACE REMODELING NEEDS
The State ADRC informed us that an American Disabilities Act assessment is needed to
assess the space and what physical changes need to be made to be in compliance with the
state.  Mr. Rynders shared that the assessment was done in June and we have received the
report explaining what changes need to be made.  The deadline to have the changes
completed is December 31, 2016 in order to use ADRC funds.

12.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – VACANCY STATUS
Ms. Loeffler conveyed that the vacancy for the Public Health Nurse has been filled by
Ms. Jaclyn Fisher who will start full time on Monday, August 29, 2016.
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13. REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – PEPIN AND BUFFALO COUNTIES
      ADRC PLANNING UPDATE
An application is being submitted in August for Buffalo and Pepin Counties to integrate
their ADRC and Aging departments starting January, 2017 as reported by Mr. Rynders.
We will also be meeting with Pierce County to discuss future integration.

14. REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – COMMUNITY JUSTICE SERVICES
      TAD (Treatment Alternative Diversion) GRANT APPLICATION UPDATE
Mr. Rynders reported the TAD grant application was submitted on the July 19th deadline.

15.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY
       TECHNOLOGIES LLC UPDATE
Mr. Rynders gave an update regarding the letters sent to GIT concerning the upgraded
software that we have not yet received from GIT.  An email response was received from
GIT demanding we pay for the software support or we will not be able to use the product.
Mr. Rynders shared that we will continue to work with our attorney to resolve this issue. 

16. REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – DHHS MONTHLY VOUCHERS
After review and discussion of line #61, a motion was made by Ms. McMillan-Urell and
seconded by Ms. Roby to approve the monthly vouchers as presented.  Motion carried.
Mr. Rynders will clarify #61 and report back.

17.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – MONTHLY UNIT REPORTS
Mr. LaValla presented an update on the change of ownership of The Cove.  The sale was
voided so the Neitzels will continue as The Cove owners.  Mr. LaValla has been in
contact with the meal sites to discuss the possibility of extending their contract for one
more year to sync with Pepin County and the future regionalization of the ADRC.
No action required at this time.
The Child Support and Social Services reports were reviewed.  No discussion.

18.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – DHHS DIRECTOR REPORT
Mr. Rynders along with Mr. Squires presented some procedural changes to the
Collections process.  Unrestricted assets found to be in excess of the SSI and/or Medicaid
threshold will be used in the computation of the individual’s liability.
A letter was shared by Mr. Rynders on the intent of Community Care Connections of
Wisconsin (CCCW), ContinuUs, and Western Wisconsin Cares (WWC) to merge into
one organization that will provide long-term care services and support across 46
Wisconsin counties. 
The Monthly Financial update was inadvertently omitted from the agenda. Mr. Rynders
lead the discussion on the report. 

19.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
None
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20.  REVIEW/DISCUSSION/ACTION – NEXT MEETING DATE/AGENDA
       ITEMS
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at 6:00 PM.

21.  PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING UNRELATED AGENDA ITEMS
No public comments.

22.  ADJOURNMENT
Ms McMillan-Urell made a motion to adjourn the meeting, with no second.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mary Hildebrand
Recording Secretary


