OCTOBER SESSION 

Monday, October 24, 2016, 7:00 P.M.
The Board met.  Mr. Douglas Kane in the Chair.
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

The roll was called and all members were present except Mr. John Kriesel, Mr. Dennis Bork and Mr. Nathan Nelson, who were excused. Others present for all or portions of the meeting were Ms. Sonya Hansen, Ms. Roxann Halverson, Mr. David Brommerich, Sheriff Mike Schmidtknecht, and Mr. Dave Rynders.  
Public Comments regarding Agenda Items:  None. 
Review/Discussion/Action regarding the September 26, 2016 County Board Minutes:  Mr. Brunkow made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Ms. McMillan Urell.  Carried.  
Review/Discussion/Action regarding the Appointment of Mr. Don Black as District 2 County Board Supervisor:  Chair Kane introduced Mr. Don Black, from the Town of Maxville.  Mr. Hillert made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded by Mr. Danzinger.  Carried.  Mr. Black will serve on the Ag and Extension Education Committee, Recycling Committee, and the Economic Development Committee.  Mr. Taylor will serve on the Zoning Committee. 
Review/Discussion/Action regarding the 2015 Audit:  Chair Kane indicated that the Audit presentation will be tabled to a future meeting. 
Review/Discussion/Action regard Resolution #16-10-01 “County Aid for Town Bridges and Culverts – Section 82.08 of the Statutes”:  Mr. Danzinger explained the resolution was amended by the Finance Committee to add some late arriving petitions from the Town of Naples.  Mr. Danzinger made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Grisen.  Carried. 
Review/Discussion/Action regarding Resolution #16-10-02 “A Resolution to Amend Salary Classification and Compensation System for Non-Represented Employees to Include Buffalo County Highway Employees”:  Mr. Grisen explained the resolution was to place the Highway employees in the wage classification scales due to them not re-certifying as a union.  Mr. Danzinger made a motion to approve, seconded by Ms. McMillan Urell. Carried. 
Review/Discussion/Action regarding Resolution #16-10-03 “A Resolution and Budget Modification to Create a Full-Time Economic Support Specialist Position:  Mr. Rynders explained there is an opening in the consortium in La Crosse County and this resolution would shift that position to Buffalo County so that clients can be better served in this area.  This position does not use levy funds and will actually help reduce the use of levy by being able to bill out for some services.  Ms. McMillan Urell made a motion to approve, seconded by Ms. Roby.  Carried. 
Review/Discussion regarding Resolution #16-10-04 “A Resolution to Create a Full-Time Social Worker Position for Aging and Disability Resource Center and Adult Protection Services”:   Mr. Rynders indicated that due to a vacancy in the ADRC Director position and another ADRC employee filling that vacancy there is an opening in the consortium.  The vacant position was based out of Pepin County, but with the new Director being based out of Pepin County they would like to base this position out of Buffalo County and add the job duties of adult protection services.  Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve, seconded by Ms. Roby.  Carried. 
Review/Discussion/Action regarding Resolution #16-10-05 “A Resolution to Support the Creation of Regional Mental Health Treatment Facilities and to Create more Mental Health Crisis Beds”:  Ms. McMillan Urell explained that there was a meeting with Assembly Representative Chris Danou and the Attorney General to discuss issues the justice system faces with the rising drug/alcohol usage and mental health issues.  It was the request of Mr. Danou to compile a resolution showing the need for more treatment facilities and to send the resolution to legislature and the Governor in hopes of finding funding.  Ms. McMillan Urell made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Taylor.  Carried.
Review/Discussion/Action regarding Resolution #16-10-06 “A Resolution to Approve Treatment Alternatives and Diversion Grant”: Mr. Rynders explained that Buffalo County was awarded the TAD Grant and needs County Board approval to move forward.  The only change since applying for the grant is a reduction in offender fees which also reduces the staffing proposal.  The CJCC had a lengthy discussion on offender fees and felt at this time it was necessary to take those out and reduce staffing from 2 full-time employees to 1 full-time and 1 part-time. This is a 1-year grant which is renewable for 5 years and beyond.  There was a discussion at the Finance Committee meeting to amend the resolution to remove the last “Whereas” paragraph and the very last paragraph so that there is no levy limitations.  If the Finance Committee feels the program is working and needs extra funding they may fund it.  Mr. Grisen made a motion to strike those 2 paragraphs, seconded by Ms. Rosenow.  Mr. Smith and Ms. McMillan Urell voting no. Carried.  Mr. Danzinger made a motion to change the word “people” in the first paragraph to “adults”, seconded by Mr. Taylor.  Carried.  Ms. Rosenow made a motion to approve the amended resolution, seconded by Mr. Hillert.  Mr. Smith and Ms. McMillan Urell voting no.  Carried. 
Review/Discussion/Action regarding Redevelopment Grant Program for Abandoned and Underutilized Properties:  Chair Kane explained this item was discussed at Finance, but was not moved forward at this time.  
Review/Discussion/Action regarding 2017 Buffalo County Budget:  Mr. Kane explained that the budget presented does not meet the guidelines set of a $300,000 deficit.  The budget also does not include any health insurance increases, flood damage costs, or Law Enforcement Union negotiations. Ms. Hansen reviewed the budget summary.  In 2016 the budget was compiled with a $700,000 deficit and the audit findings showed a net increase of approximately $700,000.   
Public Comments: None.  
Reports and Discussion from Committee Chairs:  
Highway

· Patching of roads is currently underway.

· No update at this time on the County Road Z Bridge.

Economic Development

· There will be a final report of the Grant next month.

· There is work currently being done on a brochure to promote Buffalo County. Advertising will be sold to help with costs and may make the project cost neutral. 
· Other promotions to work on are the expansion of broadband internet and entrepreneurship.
Law Enforcement
· Inmate population is up.

· Currently contracting with a new meal provider (River Ratz).

Report and Discussion from Administrative Coordinator:    Ms. Hansen gave her report.

· Buffalo County is still operating under a State of Emergency due to the August flood.  Work is currently being performed by individual departments. 
· The Small Business Administration had office hours in Buffalo County to assist flood victims with applying for low interest loans.  There were 11 loan applications, with 5 approved. 

· Alliance Bank is collecting donations and will be working with Buffalo County to distribute those funds.

· Ayres & Associates inspected the courthouse for structural damage.  Their findings show that there is no structural damage and that the cracking in the walls is due to the age of the building and settling. 

· Buffalo County and the Buffalo County Fair Association are working on an MOU to get the park up and running.

· Security windows and an alert system are being worked on.

· The State is looking into providing the necessary programing to DHHS to provide the required reports to the State.

· An application has been submitted to form a Buffalo-Pepin ADRC Consortium.  

· The 50-ton air conditioning unit has been installed on the second story roof.

· Youth Government Day was a success.  A thank you to Mr. James Goss and Ms. LeAnne Loesel for all the work they do on that program.

Report and Discussion from County Board Chair:  Chair Kane gave his report.

The DNR has sent letters to Buffalo County asking them to pay for the repairs of the berms to Elk Creek in Buffalo County.  The impediments that are located downstream need to be addressed before the berms can be repaired.

Adjourned:  Mr. Smith made a motion to adjourn at 8:22 p.m., seconded by Ms. Rosenow. Carried. 
Respectfully submitted,

Roxann M. Halverson

Buffalo County Clerk
