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Introduction to Buffalo County

Buffalo County is located within the unglaciated, Driftless Area of Western Wisconsin. Pepin
and Eau Claire Counties form the northern border of the county, while Trempealeau County
forms the eastern border. Three rivers also border the county; the Chippewa on the west, the
Mississippi on the south and east and the Trempealeau on the lower eastern border. All of
Buffalo County drains into the Mississippi River.

e Population (2010 Census): 13,587

e Population in Poverty (2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates): 12%

e Unemployment Rate- 16 years and over (2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-Year
Estimates): 3.6%

e Uninsured ages 18-64 (US Census Bureau): 13.3%

e Uninsured under age 19 (US Census Bureau): 5.9%

e Adults 25+ years with a high school education or less (2009-2013 American Community
Survey 5-Year Estimates): 10.4%

Methodology

The 2015 Buffalo County Needs Assessment process included a variety of data collection methods used
to create an overall description of the issues facing our communities. These methods include a random
household survey and an extensive review of socio-economic indicators, and an inventory of community
resources.

The Buffalo County random household survey included items covering eight topical areas: overall rating
of community, aspects of health, aspects of public safety, aspects of education, aspects of quality of life,
aspects of caregiving in the community, aspects of the economy, and issues in the community. The
following demographic information was recorded for the respondents and used to make comparisons:
gender, age, education, income, and race. Chi-squared tests of independence were used to check for
association between each item within the eight topical areas and each demographic variable.

2|Page
2015 Buffalo County Needs Assessment



DEMOGRAPHICS

The American Community Survey (ACS) is a nationwide, continuous survey designed to provide
communities with reliable and timely demographic, housing, social, and economic data. The
ACS samples nearly 3 million addresses each year, resulting in nearly 2 million final interviews.
The ACS replaces the long-form decennial census; however, the number of household surveys
reported annually for the ACS is significantly less than the number reported in the long-form
decennial census. As a result, the ACS combines detailed population and housing data from
multiple years to produce reliable estimates for small counties, neighborhoods, and other local
areas. Negotiating between timeliness and accuracy, the ACS annually releases current, one-
year estimates for geographic areas with large populations; three-year and five-year estimates
are also released each year for additional areas based on minimum population thresholds.
Table 1 shows both the total population within an age group in Buffalo County, as well as the
percentage of that age group in comparison to the general population, based on ACS estimates.

Table 1: Total Population by Age Groups, Buffalo County

Age 5- Age 18- | Age 25- | Age 35- | Age45- | Age 55-
17 24 34 44 54 64
Number 719 2,231 933 1,395 1,557 2,150 1,983 2,498
Percentage 5.34% 16.57% 6.93% 10.36% 11.56% 15.97% 14.73% 18.55%
Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 2009-13. Source geography: Tract

Age 0-4 Age 65+

This median age is based on the 5-year American Community Survey estimate. Focusing on a
population’s age and sex composition is one of the most basic ways to understand population
change over time. In general, the U.S. population continues to grow older with a median age
over 40 years old in many states. Understanding a population’s age and sex composition yields
insights into changing phenomena and highlights future social and economic challenges. Table
2 shows the median age of Buffalo County, Wisconsin, and U.S. residents. Buffalo County has
quite a higher median age than both Wisconsin and the United States.

Table 2: Median Age

Report Area Total Population Median Age
Buffalo 13,466 44.4
Wisconsin 5,706,871 38.7
United States 311,536,608 37.3

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 2009-13. Source Geography: Tract
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Table 3 shows the total population in Buffalo County, Wisconsin, and U.S. by gender. There
were a total of 6,610 females and 6,856 males residing in Buffalo County according to the U.S.
Census Bureau American Community Survey 2009-13 5-year estimates. Females represented
49.1% of the total population in the area, which was less than the national average of 50.8%.

Table 3: Total Population by Gender

Report Area Total Population Female Population Male Population
Buffalo 13,466 6,610 6,856
Wisconsin 5,706,871 2,873,965 2,832,906
United States 311,536,608 158,289,184 153,247,424

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 2009-13. Source geography: Tract

Race and ethnicity (Hispanic origin) are collected as two separate categories in the American
Community Survey (ACS) based on methods established by the U.S. Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) in 1997. Race and ethnicity statistics are generated from self-identified survey
responses. The available race categories in the ACS are: White, Black, American Indian/Alaskan
Native, Asian, and Other. An ACS survey respondent may identify as one race alone, or may
choose multiple races. Respondents selecting multiple categories are racially identified as “Two
or More Races”. Table 4 shows the percent of residents by race in Buffalo County, Wisconsin,
and the U.S. Buffalo County has a much higher white demographic than both Wisconsin and

U.S. averages. Moreover, the black population in Buffalo County is much lower than both state
and national averages.

Table 4: Percent Population by Race Alone, Total
Report Native Native Some Multiple
White Black Asian | American/Alaska Hawaiian/Pacific Other
Area . Races
Native Islander Race
Buffalo 97.31% | 0.27% | 0.08% 0.44% 0% 1.05% 0.84%
Wisconsin | 87.03% | 6.24% | 2.32% 0.86% 0.02% 1.49% 2.02%
United 74.02% | 12.57% | 4.89% 0.82% 0.17% 4.73% 2.8%
States
Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 2009-13. Source geography: Tract
e Percentage = [Population by Family Type] / [Total Population] * 100
4|Page
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Table 5 shows the number of households in Buffalo County, Wisconsin, and the United States.
In addition, it specifies the number and percentage of households with families who have
children under the age of 18 years old. Buffalo County, Wisconsin, and the U.S. share similar
rates of households with families having children under the age of 18 years old.

Table 5: Number of Households

Total Total Family Families with Families with Children
Report Area Households Households Children (Under Age 18), Percent of
(Under Age 18) Total Households
Buffalo 5,777 3,808 1,594 27.59%
Wisconsin 2,288,332 1,469,143 682,468 29.82%
United States 115,610,216 76,744,360 37,741,108 32.65%

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 2009-13. Source geography: Tract

Table 6 shows the percentage of Buffalo County, Wisconsin, and U.S. populations living in urban
and rural areas. Urban areas are identified using population density, count, and size thresholds.
Urban areas also include territory with a high degree of impervious surface (development).
Rural areas are all areas that are not urban. Buffalo County is 100% rural, as opposed to 29.6%
of the state of Wisconsin and less than 20% of the U.S. defined as rural.

Table 6: Urban and Rural Population

Report Area Total Urban Rural Percent Percent
Population Population Population Urban Rural
Buffalo 13,587 0 13,587 0% 100%
Wisconsin 5,686,986 3,989,638 1,697,348 70.15% 29.6%
United 312,471,327 | 252,746,527 59,724,800 80.89% 19.1%
States

Source: US Census Bureau, Decennial Census. 2010. Source geography: Tract
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HEALTH

Birth rate compares the average annual number of births during a year per 1,000 persons in the
population at midyear. Understanding the trends of birth rate in a community is important
because tracking birth trends is critical to government planning and development. Figure 1
shows the birth rate for Buffalo County and Wisconsin between 2008 and 2012. Buffalo County
continuously has a lower birth rate than Wisconsin. The average birth rate for Buffalo County
between 2008 and 2012 was 10.2 births per 1,000 population.

Figure 1: Birth Rate
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Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, State of Wisconsin Public Health Profiles

Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) is the death of a child less than one year of age. IMR is measured
by the number of deaths of children under one year of age per 1,000 live births. IMR is an
important indicator as it gauges the overall health and well-being of populations. The U.S.
reported an all-time low infant mortality rate of 6.1 deaths for every 1,000 live births in 2010.
The IMR for Buffalo County in 2008 was 7.2 deaths per 1,000 live births, however, there were
no infant deaths in Buffalo County between 2009 and 2012.

Low Birthweight is a term used to describe babies born weighing less than 2,500 grams (five
pounds, eight ounces). Approximately 8% of all babies born in the U.S. are low birthweight.
Low birthweight is strongly associated with mortality risk for baby, especially in the first year of
life. Furthermore, low birthweight babies have a great likelihood of having developmental
problems in childhood and risk of various diseases in adulthood. Figure 2 shows the percent of
infants born at low birthweight in Buffalo County and Wisconsin between 2008 and 2012. 6.2%
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of babies born in Buffalo County during this period of time were born at a low birthweight,
compared to the slightly higher rate of 7% of Wisconsin babies.

Percent of Infants Born at Low Birthweight
(<2,500 grams)
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Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, State of Wisconsin Public Health Profiles

Prenatal care is one of the most beneficial and significant things a woman can do to ensure the
healthiest pregnancy, labor, and delivery, as well as the healthiest baby. This type of
preventative healthcare allows doctors or midwives to treat and prevent potential health
problems throughout the course of pregnancy while promoting healthy lifestyles that benefit
both mother and baby. Figure 3 shows the percent of women participating in first trimester
prenatal care in Buffalo County and Wisconsin between 2008 and 2012. Buffalo County
consistently has higher rates of early prenatal care than Wisconsin women in general.
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Figure 3: Percent of Pregnant Women Participating
in a Prenatal Visit, First Trimester
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Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, State of Wisconsin Public Health Profiles

According to the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, there were 26.5 births for every
1,000 adolescent females ages 15-19 years old in 2013. Teenage pregnancies and births are
associated with numerous negative consequences for the adolescent parents, subsequent
children, and the community in which they live. Children born to teenage parents are more
likely to have poorer education, behavioral, and health outcomes throughout their life,
compared to children born to older parents®. In addition, teen childbearing costs the U.S.
taxpayers between $9.4 and $28 billion a year through public assistance payments, lost tax
revenue, and great expenditures for public healthcare, foster care, and criminal justice
services> 19, Figure 4 shows the percent of births to teenage mothers in Buffalo County and
Wisconsin between 2008 and 2012. Buffalo County consistently had lower or similar rates of
teen births than Wisconsin.
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Figure 4: Percent of Births to Teenage Mothers
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Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, State of Wisconsin Public Health Profiles

e A “teenage mother” is defined as females giving birth before the age of 18

The crude death rate is the total number of deaths per year per 1,000 people. The average U.S.
crude death rate between 2010 and 2014 was 8 deaths per 1,000 people. Figure 5 shows the
crude death rates for Buffalo County and Wisconsin between 2008 and 2012.

Figure 5: Crude Death Rate
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Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL) is an estimate of the average years a person would have lived
had he or she not died prematurely. This measure is used to help quantify social and economic
loss owing to premature death, and it has been promoted to emphasize specific causes of death
affecting younger age groups. Figure 6 shows the YPLL for Buffalo County and the average YPLL
for the state of Wisconsin. Buffalo County consistently has lower or similar rates of YPLL when
compared to the Wisconsin average.

Figure 6: Years of Potential Life Lost
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Source: County Health Rankings and Road Maps

The National Diabetes Surveillance System provides county-level estimates of obesity, physical
inactivity, and diabetes using three years of data from CDC's Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance
System (BRFSS) and data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s Population Estimates Program. The
county-level estimates are based on indirect model-dependent estimates. Knowing the obesity
rate for a community is an importance indicator of health because obesity is largely a
preventable cause of illness and disease and is associated with very profound and impactful
chronic diseases. Some of these chronic diseases can include hypertension, Type 2 diabetes,
coronary heart disease, stroke, and some cancers. Figure 7 shows the percent of Buffalo
County and Wisconsin residents that are obese. Buffalo County consistently had higher rates of
obesity than the state of Wisconsin.
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Figure 7: Adult Obesity, Percentage
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Buffalo County random household survey respondents were asked how concerned they were
with obesity in their community. 19% said they were very concerned about obesity, while 15%
said they had no concern.

How concerned are you about obesity in
your community?

Very
Concerned
19%

Source: Buffalo County 2015 Random Household Survey
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Physical inactivity is the percentage of adults aged 20 and over reporting no leisure-time
physical activity. Examples of physical activities provided include running, calisthenics, golf,
gardening, or walking for exercise. Decreased physical activity has been related to several
disease conditions such as type 2 diabetes, cancer, stroke, hypertension, cardiovascular
disease, and premature mortality, independent of obesity. Inactivity causes 11% of premature
mortality in the United States, and more than 5.3 million of the 57 million deaths that occurred
worldwide in 20082. In addition, physical inactivity at the county level is related to health care
expenditures for circulatory system diseases>. Figure 8 shows the percent of Buffalo County
and Wisconsin adults that reported no leisure-time physical activity. Residents of Buffalo
County continuously reported being less physically active than others throughout the state.

Figure 8: Physical Inactivity, Adults
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Source: CDC Diabetes Interactive Atlas

Immunization is an extremely vital preventative care action one can take to lessen or
completely illuminate their chances of contracting a debilitating or deadly disease. Children are
one of the more vulnerable populations, thus, the importance of childhood vaccinations cannot
be understated. Some of the vaccinations that are recommended and/or required during

childhood include Hepatitis B, Tdap, PCV, MMR, and HPV. Between 2008 and 2012,
approximately 98.2% of Buffalo County residents in grades K-12 were immunization compliant.

Table 7 shows the number of confirmed cases of communicable diseases for Buffalo County
and other Wisconsin counties of similar population size and demographics between 2008 and
2012. In general, Buffalo County had like or lower numbers of confirmed communicable

disease cases.

2015 Buffalo County Needs Assessment
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Table 7: Number of Confirmed Communicable Diseases

Buffalo 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Chlamydia 12 18 31 26 17
Gonorrhea 0 0 0 0 <5
Hepatitis B 0 0 0 0 0
Hepatitis C 0 0 <5 0 0

Lyme Disease 11 14 17 16 8
Pertussis 7 0 0 0 <5
Syphilis 0 0 0 0 0

Pepin 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Chlamydia 8 7 14 15 9
Gonorrhea 0 <5 0 0 0
Hepatitis B 0 0 0 0 0
Hepatitis C <5 0 0 <5 0

Lyme Disease <5 16 12 11 7

Pertussis 0 0 0 0 <5

Syphilis 0 0 0 <5 0

Vernon 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Chlamydia 21 40 7 14 37
Gonorrhea 0 <5 0 0 <5
Hepatitis B 0 <5 0 0 0
Hepatitis C <5 6 <5 7 <5

Lyme Disease 30 36 25 37 36

Pertussis 0 0 <5 5 62

Syphilis 0 0 0 <5 0

Burnett 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Chlamydia 13 16 20 26 19
Gonorrhea <5 <5 <5 0 <5
Hepatitis B 0 0 0 0 0
Hepatitis C <5 5 12 5 9

Lyme Disease 36 34 29 22 23
Pertussis 0 0 0 <5 <5
Syphilis 0 0 0 0 0

Sources: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Public Health Profiles
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Substance Use

Excessive alcohol consumption is defined as consuming more than 4 (women) or 5 (men)
alcoholic beverages on a single occasion. Excessive drinking is a risk factor for a number of
adverse health outcomes such as alcohol poisoning, hypertension, acute myocardial infarction,
sexually transmitted infections, unintended pregnancy, fetal alcohol syndrome, sudden infant
death syndrome, suicide, interpersonal violence, and motor vehicle crashes®. Approximately
80,000 deaths are attributed annually to excessive drinking. Excessive drinking is the third
leading lifestyle-related cause of death in the United States®. Figure 9 shows the percent of
Buffalo County and Wisconsin residents who reported excessively drinking/binge drinking in the

past 30 days. Buffalo County consistently had higher rates of excessive drinking than

Wisconsin.
Figure 9: Excessive Drinking, Adults, Self-Reported
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Source: Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)

Buffalo County random household survey respondents were asked how concerned they were
about alcohol use in their community. 20% said they had no concern, while 46% said they were

concerned/very concerned.
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How concerned are you about alcohol use in
your community?

Very
Concerned
18%

Concerned
28%

Source: Buffalo County 2015 Random Household Survey

Figure 10 shows the percent of adults in Buffalo County and Wisconsin that smoke tobacco
every day or most days and has smoked at least 100 cigarettes in their lifetime. Each year
approximately 443,000 premature deaths can be attributed to smoking. Cigarette smoking is
identified as a cause of various cancers, cardiovascular disease, and respiratory conditions, as
well as low birthweight and other adverse health outcomes. Measuring the prevalence of
tobacco use in the population can alert communities to potential adverse health outcomes and
can be valuable for assessing the need for cessation programs or the effectiveness of existing
programs. Buffalo County and Wisconsin residents had similar rates of adult smoking.
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% Adults

Figure 10: Adult Smoking, Self-Reported
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Adult smoking is percentage of adult population that currently smokes every day or most days and has
smoked at least 100 cigarettes in their lifetime.

Buffalo County random household survey respondents were asked how concerned they were
about tobacco use in their community. 32% said they had no concern, while 52% said they

were concerned/very concerned.
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How concerned are you about tobacco use in
your community?

Very
Concerned
16%

Concerned
21%

Source: Buffalo County 2015 Random Household Survey

Smoking during pregnancy can have negative health effects for both the mother and infant,
such as an increased risk of miscarriage and low birth weight®. According to the Wisconsin
Interactive Statistics on Health (WISH), bbetween 2011 and 2014 Buffalo County consistently
had slightly higher rates of women smoking (approximately 18%) during pregnancy than did the
state of Wisconsin (14% average over five-year period).

WIC is a Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC). Itis a
federal assistance program of the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) of the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) for healthcare and nutrition of low-income pregnant women,
breastfeeding women, and infants and children under the age of give. Benefits of WIC include
supplemental nutritious foods, nutrition education and counseling at WIC clinics, and
screenings and referrals to other health, welfare, and social services. Eligibility is based on
185% of US Department of Health and Human services poverty guidelines. Table 8 shows the
WIC income eligibility for Wisconsin residents.
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Table 8: WIC Income Eligibility

Family Size Weekly Income Bi-Weekly Monthly Income Annual Income
Income

1 $419 $838 $1,815 $21,775
2 $567 $1,134 $2,456 $29,471
3 $715 $1,430 $3,098 $37,167
4 $863 $1,726 $3,739 $44,863
5 $1,011 $2,022 $4,380 $52,559
6 $1,159 $2,318 $5,022 $60,255
7 $1,307 $2,614 $5,663 $67,951
8 $1,455 $2,910 $6,304 $75,647

Additional +$148 +$296 +$642 +$7,696

Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Wisconsin WIC Income Eligibility, July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016

Table 9 shows the number of pregnant or postpartum WIC participants for Buffalo County and
the state of Wisconsin between 2010 and 2014. During this time, there was a decrease in
enrollment of approximately 28% among Buffalo County residents. The state of Wisconsin only

experienced a 12% decrease during this same timeframe.

Buffalo

Table 9: WIC Participants, Pregnant/Postpartum

Region

2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

Wisconsin

2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

Number Enrolled

138
137
143
122
98

58,245
56,512
55,204
53,005
51,147

Enrollment, Percent
Change from Previous

Year

-0.7%
4.4%
-14.7%
-19.7%

-3.0%
-2.3%
-4.0%
-3.5%

Source: Wisconsin WIC Program, WICY-3008 Annual participation county, Buffalo County

2015 Buffalo County Needs Assessment
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Table 10 shows the number of infant WIC enrollees for Buffalo County and Wisconsin between
2010 and 2014. During that time, there was a decrease in infant enrollees to the WIC program
for Buffalo County by almost 20%. The state of Wisconsin only experienced a 9% decrease

during this time period.

Table 10: WIC Participants, Infants

Number Enrolled

Enrollment, Percent Change
from Previous Year

Buffalo
2010 89 =
2011 92 3.4%
2012 89 -3.3%
2013 83 -6.7%
2014 72 -13.3%
Wisconsin
2010 38,871 -
2011 37,436 -3.7%
2012 36,859 -1.5%
2013 35,491 -3.7%
2014 35,086 -1.1%

Source: Wisconsin WIC Program, WICY-3008 Annual participation county, Buffalo County

Table 11 shows the number of children age 1-4 WIC enrollees for Buffalo County and Wisconsin
between 2010 and 2014. During this time, there was roughly a 25% decrease in children age 1-
4 enrollees to the WIC program for Buffalo County. The state of Wisconsin experienced a

smaller decrease of approximately 15%.

2015 Buffalo County Needs Assessment
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Table 11: WIC Participants, Children Age 1-4

Enrollment, Percent

Number Enrolled Change from Previous
Year
Buffalo
2010 280 -
2011 263 -6.1%
2012 247 -6.1%
2013 245 -0.8%
2014 209 -14.7%
Wisconsin
2010 108,872 -
2011 105,300 -3.3%
2012 101,256 -3.8%
2013 96,721 -4.5%
2014 91,739 -5.2%

Source: Wisconsin WIC Program, WICY-3008 Annual participation county, Buffalo County

The U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates that there were only two WIC-authorized food
stores in Buffalo County in 2011. This rate amounts to 14.77 WIC-Authorized food stores per
100,000 population. This is much lower than the state average of 22.4, however, similar to the
United Sates rate of 15.6 WIC-Authorized food stores per 100,000 population. These stores
accept benefits and carry WIC foods and food categories. This indicator is relevant because it
provides a measure of food security and healthy food access for women and children in poverty
as well as environmental influences on dietary behaviors.

Knowing the mental health provider ratio is an important indicator of access to mental
healthcare in a community. The mental health provider ratio is the number of mental health
providers including psychiatrists, psychologists, licensed clinical social workers, counselors, and
marriage and family therapists, and advanced practice nurses specializing in mental health care.
According to the National Provider Identification Registry, Buffalo County had two mental
health providers in 2015. Before 2015, there were zero mental health providers in the county.
It should be noted that in 2015, marriage and family therapists and mental health providers
that treat alcohol and other drug abuse were added to this measure. This addition could
account for the increase in total number of mental health providers in Buffalo County.
Currently, Buffalo County now has a patient to provider ratio of 6,679:1. The state of Wisconsin
has a much more ideal patient to provider ratio of 623:1.

Buffalo County random household survey respondents were asked to rate mental health,
access to mental healthcare, and ability to pay for mental healthcare in their community. Only
2% said mental health in their community was poor, while 85% said it was good/excellent.
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Moreover, when residents were asked to rate mental healthcare in their community, 9% said it
was poor, while 66% said it was good/excellent. Lastly, when asked how they would rate their
ability to pay for mental healthcare, 13% said of respondents said it was poor, while 61% said it

was good/excellent.

How would you rate
mental health in your
community?

Poor

Excellent 13%

20%

How would you rate your
ability to pay for mental
healthcare?

Excellent
15%

Fair

Good 6%

46%

How would you rate access
to mental healthcare in your
commuinty?

Excellent

24% Fair

16%

Source: Buffalo County 2015 Random Household Survey

According to the CDC, suicide is the tenth leading cause of death in the U.S. for all ages, and the
second leading cause of death for 15-24 year olds. Males are four times more likely than
females to commit suicide, although females are more likely than males to have suicidal

2015 Buffalo County Needs Assessment
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thoughts. The suicide rate is expressed by the number of suicide deaths that occur for every
100,000 people in the population. Figure 11 shows the suicide rates per 100,000 population for
Buffalo County and Wisconsin between 2008 and 2012. Over this five year period, Buffalo
County had an average of 12.6 deaths per 100,000 population, compared to the Wisconsin
average of 13 deaths per 100,000 population.

Figure 11: Suicide Rates per 100,000 Population
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How concerned are you about

Buffalo County random household survey suicide in your community?
respondents were asked how concerned
they were about suicide in their

community. 29% had no concern, while

14% were very concerned. Very
Concerned

14%

Concerned
21%

Not Really
Concerned
36%

Source: Buffalo County 2015 Random Household Survey
Oral health and positive hygiene practices are essential for good oral health. In addition, oral
health has been increasingly linked to other bodily ailments, including chronic disease such as
cancer and heart disease. Figure 12 shows the percentage of Buffalo County and Wisconsin
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residents two years of age and above that reported not seeing a dentist in the twelve months.
Buffalo County and Wisconsin shared similar rates of residents reporting no recent dental visit
until 2015 in which 34% of Buffalo County residents reported not having a recent dental visit.

Figure 12: No Recent Dental Visit
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Numerous communities add fluoride to their drinking water to promote dental health.

Fluoride combats tooth decay in two main ways. First, it is incorporated into the structure of
developing teeth when ingested and it protects teeth when it comes in contact with the surface
of teeth. Addition benefits of fluoridation include?:

e Least expensive and most effect way to reduce tooth decay

e Benefits children and adults when they drink fluoridated after and consume foods and
beverages prepared with it

e Provides benefits that continue for a lifetime

e Reduces the need for dental treatment and related costs

A system listed as “adjusted” ensure the amount of fluoride in the water is at the level
recommended for optimal oral health benefits. The optimal level for fluoridated systems in
Wisconsin is 0.7 part per million (ppm) of fluoride. Systems listed as “non-adjusted” do not
have adequate fluoride in the water to protect adults or children from tooth decay. In total
there entire population served by the public water system in Buffalo County is 5,587
community members. Table 12 shows the public water systems in Buffalo County, as well as
the fluoridation status and population served. Mondovi had the highest number of their
population served at 2,667 residents.

Table 12: Public Water System, Fluoridation Status, and Population Served

Name of Public Water System Fluoridation Status Population Served
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Alma Adjusted 863

Cochrane Non-Adjusted 450
Fountain City Waterworks Non-Adjusted 983
Glen Cove Estates Non-Adjusted 75
Mondovi Adjusted 2,667
Nelson Water & Sewer Department Non-Adjusted 375
Pecks Mobile Home Park Non-Adjusted 90
Tamke Trailer Court Non-Adjusted 84

Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Wisconsin Public Water Supply Fluoridation Census, 2013

INCOME/ECONOMIC

Labor force is the portion of the community that is actively engaged in the economy’s labor
force. The labor force participation rate refers to the number of people who are either
employed or are actively looking for work. It is the ratio between the active labor force and the
overall size of the potential labor force (i.e. usually the population between the ages of 18 and
65). Table 13 shows the number and percentage of people in the labor force between 2010
and 2014 for Buffalo County and the state of Wisconsin. Between 2013 and 2014, the work
force participation rate in Buffalo County decreased by 0.4%, while Wisconsin increased 0.3%.

Table 13: Number of People in Labor Force
Number in Labor Force Percent Change from
Previous Year
Buffalo
2010 7,197 -
2011 6,953 -3.4%
2012 6,635 -4.6%
2013 6,564 -1.1%
2014 6,538 -0.4%
Wisconsin
2010 3,081,512 -
2011 3,080,399 -0.04%
2012 3,074,255 -0.2%
2013 3,084,978 +0.3%
2014 3,093,918 +0.3%
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program

According to the United States Census Bureau, the median household income includes the
income of the householder and all other individuals 15 years old and over in the household,
whether they are related to the householder or not. Household income is effected by

employment, job loss, wage freezes, wage cuts, cuts to benefits, rising prices for goods and
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services, and inflation. Table 14 shows the median household income in 2000 and 2013 for
Buffalo County and Wisconsin. The median household income in Buffalo County rose 27.4%
during that timeframe, while the state of Wisconsin only rose 19.7%.

Table 14: Median Household Income
et 2000 Median 2013 Median % Change
Household Income Household Income
Buffalo $37,200 $47,384 +27.4%
Wisconsin $43,791 $52,416 +19.7%
Source: 2000 U.S. Census, Summary File 3; 2010 U.S. Census Summary File 1; 2009-2013 Census American
Community Survey (ACS)

The unemployment rate is a measure of the prevalence of unemployment and it is calculated
as a percentage by dividing the number of employed individuals by all individuals currently in
the labor force. Ultimately, under-employment is the emergence of people working less hours
and days than desired, working with labor contracts different from desired ones, working in
places where their competences are not full or employed, or whose productivity is lower than it
would be on another job. Figure 13 shows the annual average unemployment rate in 2013 for
Buffalo County and Wisconsin between 2010 and 2014. Buffalo County and the state of
Wisconsin had similar unemployment rates.

Figure 13: Unemployment Rate
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program

Buffalo County has a strong present of transportation and warehousing within this sector
explaining why this sector’s wage aggregate share is so high in Buffalo compared to other
places. Transportation-related occupations are generally higher paying than those in retail
trade with longer work schedules, and thus have higher than average wages as well as large
aggregate wages®. Table 15 shows the average annual wage by industry sector for both
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Buffalo County and the state of Wisconsin. Buffalo County’s annual average wage was $32,644
in 2010 equaling 77.8% of the statewide average and ranked 45™ among all Wisconsin counties.
Every reported industry sector in Buffalo County paid lower-than-average wages on an annual
basis with the exception of trade, transportation, and utilities. The highest paying sector was
professional and business services®.

Table 15: Average Annual Wage by Industry Division in 2012

Industry Wisconsin Average Annual Wage Buffalo County Average Annual Wage
All Industries $41,985 $32,644
Natural Resources $33,047 $22,466
Construction $51,670 $37,834
Manufacturing $52,413 $35,143
Trade, Transportation & Utilities $35,946 $40,167
Information $56,015 $34,812
Financial Activities $58,493 $28,483
Professional & Business Services $49,451 $43,535
Education & Health $43,781 $26,767
Leisure & Hospitality $15,221 $9,374
Other Services $23,598 $20,773
Public Administration $42,198 $27,252

Source: Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development, Workforce Training, QCEW, June 2013

Generally speaking, poverty is the state of being extremely poor. Poverty at any age can result
in an increased risk of mortality, prevalence of medical conditions and disease incidence,
depression, intimate partner violence, and poor health behaviors. A 1990 study found that if
poverty were considered a cause of death in the US, it would rank among the top 10 causes®©.
The poverty measure is closely correlated with the children in poverty measure. This measure
represents the percentage of the population in a county living below the Federal Poverty Line
(FPL). The population living below the FPL is divided by the total population of a county to
calculate the percentage of people living below the poverty line. Figure 14 shows the
population for whom poverty status is determined for Buffalo County and the state of
Wisconsin between 2009 and 2013. During this five year timeframe, approximately 10.5% of
Buffalo County residents were defined as living in poverty, while roughly 12% of Wisconsin
residents were defined as such. Although Buffalo County generally had lower rates of poverty
than state averages, it is important to note that this percentage rose during this time period for
both Buffalo and Wisconsin.
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Figure 14: Population for Whom Poverty

Status is Determined, All
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Figure 15 shows the population for whom poverty status is determined for Buffalo County
residents by gender between 2009 and 2013. Female residents continuously had higher rates
of poverty than male residents. During this five-year period, an average of 10.9% of males lived
in poverty, while an average of 13.2% of females lived in poverty. It is important to note that
poverty rates for both genders rose during this five-year period.
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Figure 15: Population for Whom Poverty Status is

Determined, Buffalo County, by Gender
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Figure 16 shows the population for whom poverty status was determined, as well as the level
of educational attainment, for Buffalo County residents between 2009 and 2013. In general,
the more education someone has, the higher the less likely they are to live in poverty.

Figure 16: Population for Whom Poverty Status is
Determined and Educational Attainment, Buffalo County
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The living wage is the minimum amount that a worker must earn to afford his or her basic
necessities, without public or private assistance. Generally speaking, living wage is the real,
just, minimum wage. This hourly rate must be high enough that an individual can earn enough
to support their family, if they are the sole provider and are working full-time (2080 hours per
year). Table 16 shows the hourly and annual hourly compensations for living wage, poverty
wage, and minimum wage for a household size of one adult in Buffalo County. Table 17 shows
the hourly and annual hourly compensations for living wage, poverty wage, and minimum wage
for a household size of one adult and one child in Buffalo County. Finally, Table 18 shows the
hourly and annual hourly compensations for living wage, poverty wage, and minimum wage for
a household size of two adults and two children in Buffalo County. All values are per adultin a
family unless otherwise noted. The state minimum wage is the same for all individuals,
regardless of how many dependents they may have. The poverty rate is typically quoted as
gross annual income. We have converted it to an hourly wage for the sake of comparison. All of
these households fell short in meeting their basic financial needs at both the poverty and
minimum wage compensations. The biggest deficit can be seen in Table 16, among the one
adult and one child household. The poverty wage in this scenario resulted in the annual deficit
being $31,387.20.

Table 16: Household Size: One Adult, Buffalo County
Hourly Wage Hourly Compensation Annual Income Annual Deficit
Living Wage $10.33 $21,486.40 $0.00
Poverty Wage $5.00 $10,400.00 -$11,086.40
Minimum Wage §7.25 $15,080.00 -$6,406.40
Source: Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Living Wage Calculator

Table 17: Household Size: One Adult & One Child, Buffalo County

Hourly Wage Hourly Compensation Annual Income Annual Deficit
Living Wage $22.09 $45,947.20 $0.00
Poverty Wage $7.00 $14,560.00 -$31,387.20
Minimum Wage §7.25 $15,080.00 -$30,867.20

Source: Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Living Wage Calculator

Table 18: Household Size: Two Adults (One Working) & Two Children, Buffalo

County
Hourly Wage Hourly Compensation Annual Income Annual Deficit
Living Wage $22.21 $46,196.80 $0.00
Poverty Wage $11.00 $22,880.00 -$23,316.80
Minimum Wage $7.25 $15,080.00 -$31,116.80

Source: Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Living Wage Calculator
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According to the federal Poverty Guidelines for 2014, a household of four is considered to be
living below poverty level if their annual household income is $23,550 or below. Families with
incomes at 130% of the poverty level (approximately $31,000) qualify for the Free and Reduced
Meal Program and those with incomes between 130%-185% (approximately between $31,000
and $44,123) of poverty level qualify for reduced-price school lunches. Of the 2,088 students
enrolled in public school during the 2014 fiscal year in Buffalo County, 779, or 37.4%, were
enrolled in the National School Lunch Program, otherwise known as Free/Reduced Lunch
Program. Figure 17 shows the percent of students enrolled in the Free and Reduced Lunch
Program for Buffalo County and the state of Wisconsin between 2010 and 2014. Although the
average rate of enrollment increased for the state of Wisconsin during this timeframe, Buffalo
County enrollment reached a high of 40.7% of students being enrolled in 2012, and then
declined to 37.4% in 2014.

How would you rate the availabilty
Buffalo County random household of jobs with wages that offer a good

survey respondents were asked to rate standard of living?
the availability of jobs with wages that Excellent

offer a good standard of living in their
community. 35% of respondents said
availability was “poor,” while only 4%
rated it as “excellent.”

4%

Fair
39%

Source: 2015 Buffalo Random Household Survey
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Figure 17: Percent of Students Enrolled in
Free and Reduced Priced Lunch
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Housing

When considering the quality of housing in a community, one must consider both accessibility
and affordability. If quality housing is accessible but not affordable, people may be forced to
live in unhealthy and unsafe conditions. If housing is affordable but do not easily accessible,
tenants are forced to spend extra time, money, and energy to locate other basic needs.

“Cost-burdened” households are those that pay more than 30% of their income to housing
costs. Housing costs can include rent, mortgage, utilities, and other housing debt costs.
According to the 2013 American Community Survey, 34.9% of homeowners in Buffalo County
residents were cost-burdened. This is slightly higher than the state average of 32.2%, but lower
than the national average of 35.6%. The percent of renters who are cost-burdened is even
more alarming. 41.8% of renters in Buffalo County are cost-burdened, compared to 48.4% of
Wisconsin residents and 52.3% of all renters in the United States. Although Buffalo County has
lower cost-burdened rates, this is still a significant issue.

New construction, adding to pre-existing structures, and somethings major renovations require
a building permit. An increase or decrease in the number of building permits for a community
is one of the many economic indicators of a community. Figure 18 shows the number of
building permits that were distributed to Buffalo County residents between 2008 and 2012.
The average number of building permits given during this time was approximately 27 building
permits per year.
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Figure 18: Number of Building Permits, Buffalo
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Statistics

One of the strongest economic indicators in a community is the median home value. For most
people, the debt of a home is the greatest source of debt and potentially the greatest source of
collateral. Generally, being a home owner is one of the best options in building long-term
wealth. Figure 19 shows the median home values for Buffalo County and Wisconsin for 2000
and 2013. Buffalo County consistently has a much lower median home value than the state

average.
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Figure 19: Median Home Value
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Source: 2000 U.S. Census, Summary File 3; 2010 U.S. Census Summary File 1; 2009-2013 U.S. Census American

Community Survey (ACS)
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Homeowners and Renters

Owning a home is one of the best ways to build equity and gain tax advantages.

Homeownership also results in more steady monthly payments, while a landlord may increase
the rent at any time. Moreover, owning a home ensures a safe and secure place for a person to
live. Lastly, homeownership instills a greater sense of community than renting does. Figure 20
shows the home ownership rate for Buffalo County and the state of Wisconsin. Buffalo County
consistently has a higher homeownership rate than the rest of the state.

Figure 20: Percent of Home Owners
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Figure 21 shows the percent of Buffalo County and Wisconsin residents who rent their housing.
Buffalo County consistently has a lower percent of their community that rents their housing.

Figure 21: Percent of Renters
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Energy Assistance Programs

Overseen by Wisconsin's Division of Energy Services, the Wisconsin Home Energy Assistant
Program (WHEAP) includes the federally-funded Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
and the Public Benefits Energy Assistance Program. WHEAP provides financial assistance to
help eligible households pay a portion of their heating costs, electric energy costs, and energy
crisis situations. Eligible households may receive a benefit payment once per heating season
(October 1 through May 15), and crisis assistance funds and help for non-operating furnaces
and heating systems may also be available. The amount of the benefit payment depends on
household size, income level, and energy costs (see chart below). WHEAP is administered
locally through County social services offices, tribal governments, and private non-profit
agencies in each county in Wisconsin4. It is important to note that Wisconsin collects public
benefit dollars and 50% of those funds are allocated to bill-pay assistance programs such as
WHEAP. The state of Minnesota has a small subsidy but doesn’t have the same assistance
system in place as Wisconsin does. Table 19 shows the WHEAP median income guidelines.

Table 19: Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program
Guidelines

Household Size Maximum Household Income (per year)
$24,692
$32,290
$39,887
$47,485
$55,082
$62,680
$64,104
$65,526
e Add $1,425 per additional person for households with more than 8 people.

NN |WIN R

Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program

The Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program (WHEAP) is overseen by Wisconsin’s Division
of Energy Services. This program is federally-funded and provides financial assistance to help
eligible households pay a portion of their heating costs, electric energy costs, and energy crisis
situations. The amount of the benefit depends on household size, income level, and energy
costs. Table 20 shows the number of households that applied for WHEAP, the total number of
households that were paid assistance and the total household expenditures for 2011 through
2015. 2013 was the most expensive year for WHEAP payments.
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Table 20: Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program, Buffalo County

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Total Household Applied 742 673 669 698 621
for Energy Assistance
Total Households Paid 695 639 643 657 592
Energy Assistance
Total Household $414,582 $322,030 $343,912 $297,090 $244,613
Expenditures

Source: Department of Administration, Division of Energy, Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program (WHEAP),
Payments and Services

EDUCATION

Learning is an unconscious, passive, and constant occurrence in everyday life. However, formal
education is very unique form of learning in that it is an interpersonal exchange in which
knowledge, values, and skills are passed on. Educational attainment is linked to earning
capacity, employment stability, quality of life, and life expectancy. For example, babies born to
mothers who have not finished high school are nearly twice as likely to die before their first
birthdays as babies born to college graduates?.

Buffalo County random
household respondents were
asked to rate their community

How would you rate your
community as a place that meets
your family's educational needs? as a place that meets their
Poor family’s educational needs.

4% Only 4% of the respondents
said poor, while 81% rated this
as “good” or “excellent.”

Fair

15%
Excellent

30%

Source: 2015 Buffalo County Random
Household Survey

Good
51%

Wisconsin Department of Children and Families created the YoungStar program to improve the
quality of child care for the state’s children. YoungStar evaluates and rates the quality of care
given by child care providers, helps parents choose the best child care for their kids, supports
providers with tools and training to deliver high-quality early care, and sets a consistent
standard for child care quality. YoungStar-rated child care programs go through a 40-point
evaluation process, which is specific to each program’s size and structure.
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Figure 22 shows the number of YoungStar locations in Wisconsin in 2014. Family/In-Home
centers are most common and are most often 2-star rated. There are currently eight YoungStar
locations in Buffalo County. Seven of these locations were two-star locations, while the other
was the only 3-star location in the county.

Figure 22: Number of YoungStar Locations, Wisconsin,
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Source: Wisconsin Department of Children and Family Providers: YoungStar

To encourage and support maximum academic success, children must enter kindergarten
prepared and ready to learn. Throughout the early years of life the brain undergoes rapid
development in which people build cognitive skills, character skills, social-emotional growth,
gross-motor skills, and problem solving. Moreover, research has shown that disadvantaged
children gain the most from preschool attention. It should be noted that the US government
does not financially support early childhood education to the same capacity as other
industrialized countries. Figure 23 shows the percent of three- and four-year-olds enrolled in
school for Buffalo County and the state of Wisconsin between 2009 and 2013. Wisconsin
consistently has higher rates of three- and four-year-old enrollment than Buffalo County.
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Figure 23: Percent of 3- and 4-Year-Olds
Enrolled in School
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5% they were poor, while 76% said
they were “good” or “excellent.”

Excellent Fair
xcellen 19%

28%

Good Source: 2015 Buffalo County Random
48% Household Survey

We first learn to read and then we read to learn. Having the ability to process what we have
read and then understand the meaning is essential. The ability to read text, process it, and
understand its meaning is referred to as reading comprehension. The Wisconsin Knowledge
and Concepts Examination (WKCE) is a state-mandated test given to students in grades 4, 8,
and 10 each fall in science and social studies.
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Figure 24 shows the average percentage of fourth grade who scored proficient or advanced on
the WKCE between 2009 and 2013. Over this five-year timeframe, the school district of
Cochrane-Fountain City had the highest percent of students scoring proficient or advanced

(43.2%), while Independence had the lowest (16.7%). The state average was 33.5%.

Figure 24: 4th Grade Reading Comprehension by School District
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Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS)

Results based on the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examinations (WKCE)

Figure 25 shows the average percentage of tenth grade that scored proficient or advanced on
the WKCE between 2009 and 2013. Over this five-year timeframe, the school district of
Mondovi had the highest percent of students scoring proficient or advanced (50.2%), while

Alma had the lowest (38.7%). The state average was 38.9%.
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Figure 25: 10th Grade Reading Comprehension by School District
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The attendance rate is the average percentage of students attending school each day in the
given year and is reported by the state Department of Education. Generally, most schools have
high attendance rates. Regular attendance in school is vital because school success occurs
more often for those who attend school consistently. Simply put, it is difficult for the teacher
and the class to build skills and progress if the majority of students are frequently absent. In
addition, students who do not attend school regularly are more likely to get into trouble with
the law and cause problems in their communities. One 2008 student at Arizona State
University found that dropout patterns were linked with poor attendance, beginning as early as
kindergarten. In addition, school budgets may suffer when students don’t attend because
many school budgets are based on the average daily attendance at a school. Therefore, when

students fail to attend, the school has less money to pay for necessary requirements.

Figure 26 shows the attendance rates for the school districts in Buffalo County and the state of
Wisconsin. Between the 2009 and 2013 academic year, attendance rates within Buffalo County
school districts ranged from 94.7%- 96.2%. This was very comparable to the average state

rates.
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Figure 26: Rates of Attendance, by School District

100
©
2
23
o
33 o
=
s £
o I
X o
-
=
90 Coch
Alma o¢ r'ane'- Gilmanton Mondovi Wisconsin
Fountain City
m 2009-2010 94.8 95.0 95.7 95.2 94.4
m 2010-2011 95.5 94.7 95.3 95.8 94.8
™ 2011-2012 95.0 95.5 96.1 95.8 94.9
W 2012-2013 94.9 95.4 96.2 95.7 94.9
m2013-2014 96.1 95.4 95.6 95.7 95.0

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, WISEdash Data Files by Topic

The American College Test (ACT) is designed to assess educational development and the ability
to complete college level work. ACT test scores are one of the primary measures of college
readiness and is an entrance requirement for many colleges and universities. The ACT is
typically taken by college bound students in their junior or senior years. Figure 27 shows the
composite ACT scores for the Buffalo County school districts between 2009 and 2013 academic
years. The average composite ACT scores during this five year time period for Buffalo County
school districts were as follows: Alma (22.7), Cochrane-Fountain City (22.4), Gilmanton (22.8),
and Mondovi (22.4). The average composite score for the state of Wisconsin was 22.1.
Therefore, the average for all Buffalo County school districts during this five-year timeframe

was higher than the state average.
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Figure 27: Composite ACT Scores
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High school graduation is a momentous and significant milestone for young adults and their
families. A high school diploma or certificate of completion is the most significant requirement for
being accepted into a college. However, the desire to participate in post-secondary education is not
the only reason it is important to complete high school. According to a 2012 article published by
the New York Times, the typical high school graduate will obtain higher employment, higher
earnings, be less likely to draw on public money for health care and welfare, and less likely to be
involved in the criminal justice system?3.

The Wisconsin high school graduation data compares the percentage of students who complete
high school with their adjusted cohort and earn a credential. A cohort is a distinct group of
students who enter 9th grade together. The graph below shows the Buffalo and Wisconsin
graduation rates. Figure 28 shows the percent of Buffalo County and Wisconsin residents that have
completed high school and/or participated in some post-secondary education. Buffalo County
continuously had slightly lower rates than the state of Wisconsin; however, the general high school
completion rate among both regions is steadily increasing. Both Buffalo County and Wisconsin are
higher than the U.S. average high school completion rate of 81%.
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Figure 28: High School Completition
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Research has shown that educational attainment and earning potential are very much related.
In 2012, the national median earnings for adults with a bachelor’s degree was $46,000, while
the median earned income was $30,000 for those who had completed high school, and $22,900
for those who had not completed high school. Moreover, that same year the median income
for adults with a master’s degree or higher was $59,600. This was nearly a 30% increase in
earnings compared to those with a bachelor’s degree and a 160% increase when compared to
those who had not completed high school.

Figure 29 shows the median earnings by educational attainment in dollars for Buffalo County
and the state of Wisconsin in 2013. Wisconsin consistently had higher median earnings than
Buffalo County, except among residents whose highest level of educational attainment was
some college or an associate’s degree. However, residents in both Buffalo County and the state
of Wisconsin experienced a positively correlated relationship in that as the level of education
increased, so did the median earnings. It is important to note that these numbers reflect the
average median earnings for both males and females. However, there is a significant difference
in earning potential between males and females, even with the same level of educational
attainment. To explore these differences, visit the U.S. Census Bureau, American Fact Finder.
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Figure 29: Median Earnings by Educational

Attainment, 2013
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Just as completing high school increasing earning potential, the higher post-secondary
education one has, the more their lifetime median earning potential increases. In addition to
the long-term financial benefits of post-secondary education, experiencing post-secondary
education also allows an individual to mature, network, and participate in experiential learning.
Figure 30 shows the percent of Buffalo County and Wisconsin residents that have a post-
secondary education, as well as what their highest level of education is. The state of Wisconsin
has the highest rates of post-secondary education, except among those with Associate’s

degrees.

Figure 30: Post-Secondary Education, Individuals
25-Years or Older, 2013
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COMMUNITY BASICS
President Richard Nixon declared a “war on drugs” in June of 1971. After this proclamation, the
rates of drug arrests substantially increased the scope and presence of federal drug control
agencies, as well as pressed through measures such as mandatory sentencing and no-knock
warrants. By the 1980s and 90s, rates of incarceration had skyrocketed from 50,000 in 1980 to
over 400,000 by 19974. According to a 2012 report by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI),
drug offenses remain the single most common cause of arrest®. Furthermore, of the 12.2
million estimated arrests, 1.55 million were for drug abuse violations. 82% of these violations
were for possession, 42.4% of which were specifically for marijuana possession®.

Figure 31 shows the number of drug arrests per 100,000 population that were made in the
state of Wisconsin between 2008 and 2012. Although there was a slight rise in the number of
arrests during this time period, the drug arrest rate averaged 457 arrests per 100,000
population.

Figure 31: Number of Drug Arrests in Wisconsin per 100,000
Population
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451 449 448

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Source: Uniform Crime Report: Arrests in Wisconsin, 2012 Report,
https://wilenet.org/html/justice-programs/programs/justice-stats/library/crime-and-arrest/2012-arrests-in-
wisconsin.pdf
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Table 21 shows the number of drug arrests for both adults and juveniles in Buffalo County
between 2008 and 2012. The average number of juvenile arrests during this time period was
approximately 5 arrests per year, whereas the average number of adult arrests per year was
approximately 69 arrests. The total number of total drug arrests decreased by approximately
30% between 2008 and 2012, going from 85 arrests in 2008 to 59 arrests in 2012. However,
caution should be made when declaring an increasing or decreasing trend by relying purely on
the number of arrests. Instead, calculating the drug arrest rate and trending that data would
allow for a better picture of the actual trend.

Table 21: Number of Drug Arrests, Adult and Juvenile, Buffalo County

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Juvenile 4 7 7 3 2
Adult 81 68 72 65 57
Total 85 75 79 68 59

Source: Uniform Crime Report: Arrests in Wisconsin, 2008-2012 Reports

The Wisconsin Uniform Crime Report defines violent crime as a crime that involves force or
threat. Itis sorted into four categories: murder, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault.
Figure 32 shows the violent crime rates in Wisconsin per 100,000 people. Between 2008 and
2012, there was a 6.8% increase in violent crime rates.

Figure 32: Violent Crime Rates in Wisconsin per 100,000
Population

479

457
451 449 448

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Source: Uniform Crime Report, Arrests in Wisconsin, 2012 Report

Murder, as defined by the Uniform Crime Report (UCR), is the willful killing of one human being
by another. The classification of this offense is based solely on police investigation, as opposed
to the determination of the court, medical examiner, coroner, jury, or other judicial body.
Between 2011 and 2012, there was 19.4% increase in murder rates in the state of Wisconsin.
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The UCR defines forcible rape as the carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will.
Assaults and attempts to commit rape by force or threat of force are also included. Statutory
rape without force and other sex offenses are excluded. In the state of Wisconsin between
2011 and 2012 there was a 3.6% increase in the number of forcible rapes.

Robbery defined as the taking or attempting to take anything of value, from the care, custody,
or control of a person or persons by force or threat of force or violence and/or by putting the

victim in fear. Through the state of Wisconsin, there was no significant change in the robbery
rate between 2011 and 2012.

The UCR defines aggravated assault as an unlawful attack by one person upon another for the
purpose of inflicting severe or aggravated injury. Attempted aggravated assault that involves
display of a weapon is also included in this crime category. There was a 18.3% increase in
aggravated assault rates between 2011 and 2012.

Table 22 shows the number and type of violent crime offenses in Buffalo County between 2008
and 2012. During this five-year time period, there were no murders or rapes reported. The
most common violent crime was aggravted assault.

Table 22: Number of Violent Crime Offenses, Buffalo County
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Total Number of Violent Crimes 4 2 9 3 2
Murder 0 0 0 0 0
Rape 1 0 1 0 1
Robbery 0 0 0 0 0
Aggravated Assault 3 2 8 3 1
Source: Crime in Wisconsin, 2008-2012 Reports

In 2013, according to the Wisconsin Domestic Violence Homicide Report, there were 38
domestic violence homicide incidents resulting in 53 deaths: 39 victims, 10 perpetrator suicides
following the homicide, and four homicides by legal intervention. Additionally, there were two
perpetrator suicides in the context of a potentially fatal domestic violence incident involving
law enforcement, making 55 the total count of lives lost due to domestic violence in Wisconsin
in 2013°.

Table 23 shows the domestic violence homicides in Wisconsin between 2011 and 2013. During
this time, the number of deaths (both victims and perpetrators) rose from 37 to 55, an increase
of approximately 49%.
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Table 23: Domestic Violence Homicide Incidents, Wisconsin

2011 2012 2013

Incidents of Domestic Violence Homicide 31 38 38
Victims of Domestic Violence Homicide (Excluding by Legal 32 48 38
Intervention)

Homicides by Legal Intervention (Responding Law 2 0 4
Enforcement)

All Domestic Violence-Related Homicides 34 48 43
Perpetrator Suicide (Excluding by Legal Intervention) 3 4 12
Total Deaths (Victim and Perpetrator) 37 52 55

Source: Wisconsin Domestic Violence Homicide Report, 2013

Figure 33 shows the number of domestic abuse incidents, as well as arrests, for Buffalo County
between 2008 and 2012. During this five-year period, there was an average of 30 incidents per
year and an average of 23 arrests per year in Buffalo County. Knowing the domestic abuse
arrest rate would be helpful when making comparisons across the state and country, however,
because Buffalo County has a smaller population (under 25,000 people), calculating the arrest
rate is not as meaningful as knowing the number of incidents and arrests and then trending this
information for the county specifically.

Figure 33: Number of Domestic Abuse Incidents
and Arrests, Buffalo County
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Source: Wisconsin Department to Justice, Domestic Abuse Incident Reports, 2008-2012 Reports

e Because Buffalo County is under 25,000 people, the arrest rates are not meaningful. For that reason,
arrests are presented as totals, not rates.
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Child abuse or maltreatment includes all type of abuse and neglect of a child under the age of
18 by a parent, caregiver, or another person in the custodial role (i.e. teacher, coach, clergy).
The four most common types of abuse include physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse,
and neglect. Nationally, there were 678,932 victims of child abuse and neglect report to Child
Protective Services (CPS) in 2013.

Table 24 shows the total number of Child Protective Services (CPS) referrals and screening
decisions for the state of Wisconsin in 2013. A screened-out referral is when all the allegations
in the referral are deemed as not rising to the level of maltreatment or threat of maltreatment
as defined by Wisconsin statutes. A screened-in referral is when one or more of the allegations
of child maltreatment in the referral (which may include one or more children in the family)
that have been deemed as rising to the level of maltreatment or threat of maltreatment as
defined by Wisconsin statutes and therefore must be assessed. The table below shows the
total number of CPS referrals and screening decisions for Buffalo County and the state of
Wisconsin in 2013. Buffalo County has a higher percentage of screened-out referrals and a
lower rate of screened-in referrals that the average for the state of Wisconsin.

Table 24: Total Number of CPS Referrals and Screening Decisions, Buffalo County and
Wisconsin, 2013

Number of | Screened-Out Percent Screened-In Percent
Referrals Referrals Screened-Out Referrals Screened-In
Buffalo 213 135 66.2% 1,483 33.8%
Wisconsin 68,943 42,835 62.1% 26,108 37.9%

2009-2013

Source: Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, Wisconsin Child Abuse and Neglect Annual Reports,
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Table 25 shows the number of CPS reports per 1,000 children in Buffalo County between 2009
and 2012. The number of CPS reports has dramatically risen in this five-year period starting
with 49 reports in 2009 to 111 reports in 2013, a 126% increase. The overall rate of CPS reports
has increased as well. In 2009, there was a rate of 16.6 CPS reports per 1,000 population. In
2013, there was a rate of 39 CPS reports per 1,000 population, an increase of approximately
134%.

Table 25: CPS Reports per 1,000 Children, Buffalo County

2012 Child Population CPS Reports per 1,000
(Ages 0_57) Number of CPS Reports Pzpula:on
2009 2,943 49 16.6
2010 2,978 74 24.8
2011 2,932 63 21.5
2012 2,842 66 23.2
2013 2,849 111 39.0
Source: Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, Wisconsin Child Abuse and Neglect Annual Reports,

2009-2013

Figure 34 shows the number of maltreatment allegations by maltreatment type for Buffalo
County for 2009 through 2013. Neglect is the most commonly reported maltreatment type,
followed by physical abuse. This may be due to the fact that neglect and physical abuse are
easier to notice and see exteriorly. Emotional damage is the least reported maltreatment type.
The number of neglect, emotional damage, and physical abuse reports have all increased over
this five-year period. It is important to note that these are the reported cases and do not
reflect actual maltreatment occurrences. This number is undoubtedly much higher.
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Figure 34: Total Maltreatment Allegations by
Maltreatment Type, Buffalo County
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There are numerous reasons traffic crashes can occur. Distracted driving, speed limits, the
experience level of the driver, and impaired driving all contribute to the number and severity of
traffic crashes.

Motor vehicle crash occupancy rate represents annual crash involvement, including injured and
uninjured passengers. The measure is expressed as the rate of motor vehicle crash occupants
per 100,000 population. Table 26 shows the motor vehicle crash occupancy rate for Buffalo
County and Wisconsin between 2010 and 2014. The crash occupancy rate for Wisconsin is
consistently higher than that of Buffalo County.

Table 26: Motor Vehicle Crash Occupancy Rate

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Number of Crash Occupants 1,626 1,511 1,423 1,297 1,208
Crash Occupancy Rate, Buffalo 39 36 34 31 29
Crash Occupancy Rate, Wisconsin 53 46 44 42 39

Source: Crash outcome Data Evaluation System (CODES)
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Alcohol-Impaired Driving Deaths is the percentage of motor vehicle crash deaths with alcohol
involvement. According to the CDC, almost 17,000 people are killed annually in alcohol-related
motor vehicle crashes. Binge/heavy drinkers account for most episodes of alcohol-impaired
driving” 8. According to the Fatality Analysis Reporting System, in 2014 six of the eleven driving
deaths in Buffalo County were due to alcohol impairment.

Figure 35 shows the motor vehicle death rate by age and gender for the U.S. and Wisconsin in
2012. In Wisconsin, males are more likely to die in motor vehicle crashes in than females.
However, nationally, females are more likely to die in motor vehicle crashes. For both the U.S.
and Wisconsin, individuals between 21- and 34-years-old are more likely to die in motor vehicle

crashes.

Figure 35: Motor Vehicle Death Rate, by Age and Gender per
100,000 Population, 2012
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Source: Fatality Analysis Reporting System

Chronic hunger is different than the hunger associated with missing a meal or two. Chronic
hunger is has a variety of definitions but essentially it occurs when an individual is consistently
malnourished and, therefore, unfit with the energy needed to comfortably perform daily and
necessary functions. Agreeing upon a concrete definition is not as important as the causes of
chronic hunger, one of which is food availability. This includes availability to food in general,
but also to the availability, accessibility, and affordability of healthy, nutritious foods.
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Table 27 shows the percent of the population in Buffalo County and Wisconsin with low food
access. It also shows the percent of the low income population with low food access, or areas
that are designated “food deserts.” A food desert is defined as a low-income census tract
(where a substantial number or share of residents has low access to a supermarket or large
grocery store). This indicator is relevant because it highlights populations and geographies
facing food insecurity. The residents of Buffalo County are more likely to experience low food
access, among both the general population and the low income population, than the Wisconsin
residents at large.

Table 27: Percent of Population with Low Food Access, 2010
Percent Population with Low Percent Low Income Population
Food Access with Low Food Access
Buffalo 24.7% 7.1%
Wisconsin 23.2% 5.3%
Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service, USDA- Food Access Research Atlas.
2010

Grocery store access rate reports the number of grocery stores per 100,000 population.
Grocery stores are defined as supermarkets and smaller grocery stores primarily engaged in
retailing a general line of food, such as canned and frozen foods; fresh fruits and vegetables;
and fresh and prepared meats, fish, and poultry. Included are delicatessen-type
establishments. Convenience stores and large general merchandise stores that also retail food,
such as supercenters and warehouse club stores are excluded. This indicator is relevant
because it provides a measure of healthy food access and environmental influences on dietary
behaviors.
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According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2013 Buffalo County had a grocery store access rate of
22.1 grocery stores per 100,000 people, whereas Wisconsin had a lower rate of 18.1 grocery
stores per 100,000 people.

Buffalo County random household survey respondents were asked to rate their (and/or their
family’s) ability to meet basic needs for food, housing, and clothing. 9% of respondents rated
this as “poor,” whereas 70% rated this as “good” or “excellent.” In addition, when respondents
were asked to rate their access to healthy food choices, 5% rated this as “poor,” and 79% rated
this as “good” or “excellent.”

How would you rate your ability How would you rate your access
to meet your basic needs for to healthy food choices?
food, housing, and clothing?

Fair
16%

Excellent
31%

Excellent
24%
Fair
21%

Source: 2015 Buffalo County Random Household Survey
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Methodology

The Buffalo County random household survey included items covering eight topical areas:
overall rating of community, aspects of health, aspects of public safety, aspects of education,
aspects of quality of life, aspects of caregiving in the community, aspects of the economy, and
issues in the community. The following demographic information was recorded for the
respondents and used to make comparisons: gender, age, education, income, and race. Chi-
squared tests of independence were used to check for association between each item within
the eight topical areas and each demographic variable.

Profile of the Respondents

The random household survey was sent to 1,000 households throughout Buffalo County. In total, there
were 400 survey respondents. Table 1 shows that, of these respondents, 57.75% were female, 38.00%
were male, and 4.25% preferred not to answer or left blank. 72.25% of the respondents were older than
50 years of age, 53% of those were 65 or older. In regards to race, 98.25% of the respondents were
white. Regarding the highest level of education completed, 38.50% had a high school diploma or less,
33.50% had some college or vocational school, and 27.00% had a college or advanced degree. 46.25% of
the respondents had an income in the range of $25,000-$75,000 per year, and 45.25% were either
below or above that range. 20.00% of respondents had children living at home, and only 9.25% were
renting their place of residence. 52.25% were currently working for pay, 32.75% were retired, and
11.75% were not working.
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Table 1: Demographics of Buffalo County Random Household Survey

Characteristics:

2015 Respondents (N=400)

Gender
Male 152 (38.00%)
Female 231 (57.75%)
Prefer not to answer/left blank 17 (4.25%)
Age
18-35 31 (7.75%)
36-50 63 (15.75%)
51-64 135 (33.75%)
65+ 154 (38.50%)
Average age 60.07
Race
White 393 (98.25%)
Non-white 3 (.75%)
Prefer not to answer/left blank 4 (1.00%)

Education

High diploma or less

154 (38.50%)

Vocational or some college

134 (33.50%)

College or advance degree

108 (27.00%)

Prefer not to answer/left blank

4 (1.00%)

Income

<$25,000 85 (21.25%)
$25,001 - $75,000 185 (46.25%)
$75,001+ 96 (24.00%)
Prefer not to answer/left blank 34 (8.50%)
Children living at home (% ves) 80 (20.00%)

Ownership (% renting)

37 (9.25%)

Work for pay

Yes 209 (52.25%)
No 47 (11.75%)
Looking for work 4 (1.00%)
Retired 131 (32.75%)
Prefer not to answer/left blank 9 (2.25%)
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Rating of Community
Respondents from Buffalo County were asked to give an overall rating of their specific community in
which they live. 91.80% reported their community as ‘Good’ or ‘Excellent’, and only 79% reported their
community as ‘Poor’.

Figure 1: Overall rating of community as a place to live
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Comparisons of community rating across demographics

Gender: There was no significant difference across gender in community rating. 90.54% of males, and
93.12% of females rated the community as a place to live as ‘Good’ or ‘Excellent’.

Age: There was no significant difference across age groups in community rating. 87.10% of 18-50 year
olds, 93.19% of 51-65 year olds, and 93.58% of 65+ year olds rated the community as a place to live as
‘Good’ or ‘Excellent’.

Education: There was no significant difference across education groups in community rating. 90.91% of
respondents with high school diploma or less, 91.47% with some college or vocational school, and 93.20%
with college or advanced degrees rated the community as a place to live as ‘Good’ or ‘Excellent’.
Income: There was no significant difference across education groups in community rating. 88.60% of
respondents making <5$25,000, 92.09% making between $25,000-575,000, and 91.58% making more than
$75,000 rated the community as a place to live as ‘Good’ or ‘Excellent’.

Race: There were too few non-white respondents to detect any meaningful differences

Health Aspects

Respondents were asked to rate various aspects of their own health, access to care in the community,
and their ability to pay for different kinds of care. Access to care and rating of their own health
averaged between ‘Good’ and ‘Excellent’, but the ability to pay for types of care averaged between ‘Fair’
and ‘Good’.
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Figure 2: Perceptions of health aspects within the community
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Comparisons of health aspects across demographics

Gender: There were significant differences among a few health aspects across gender. Males were
significantly more pessimistic about their overall mental and dental health as well as their ability to pay for
mental and dental healthcare.

Age: 18-50 year olds gave the highest overall rating of health, and 65+ year olds gave the lowest rating of
health. These differences were significant. Also, younger respondents gave significantly lower rating in
ability to pay for healthy food choices than older respondents. 37.07% of 18-50 year olds claimed to avoid
seeing a doctor in the past 12-months because of cost, where 10.88% of 65+ made the claim.

Education: Across education levels, there were statistically significant differences in almost every health
aspect. The largest differences detected were in the ability to pay for healthcare and mental healthcare,
where respondents with college or advanced degrees had significantly higher ratings in these aspects than
those with some college, vocational school, high school diploma, or less.

Income: Across income levels, there were statistically significant differences in almost every health
aspects. The most significant differences occurred in overall dental health, access to dental care, ability to
pay for healthcare, ability to pay for mental health care, and ability to pay for healthy food choices. In all of
these aspects, respondents with higher incomes rated higher, and respondents with lower incomes rated
lower.

Race: There were too few non-white respondents to detect any meaningful differences.
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Aspects of Public Safety

Ability to respond to major safety threats

Respondents were asked to rate aspects of public safety in their community. Results from the survey
are shown in Figure 3.

Chart Title

Safety of schools

Safety of neighborhood
Quality of emergency services
Efforts to prevent crime

Quality of law enforcement

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

(Z:?clJi:Zec:rfwéan\{cv Effortsc):ic:nperevent emer(;:r?tlci:/ysz:vices neigfte)zr?;od safety of schools ﬁf}:ﬁ:f:ﬁﬁ?:aiz
m4 19.9 14.7 29.6 30.1 23.1 11.5
w3 58.8 58.4 54.8 59.5 64.3 51.8
m2 15.2 20.6 13.1 8.6 11.3 32.3
w1l 6.1 6.3 2.5 1.8 1.3 4.4

Comparison of public safety aspects across demographics

Gender: There were no significant differences in respondents’ ratings of aspects of public safety by
gender.

Age: Respondents over age 65 rated the quality of law enforcement higher than younger adults.
Education: The aspects of public safety were rated similarly among the various levels of education.
Income: The aspects of public safety were rated similarly among the various levels of income.

Race: There were too few non-white respondents to detect any meaningful differences.
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Aspects of Education

Respondents were asked to rate aspects of education in their community. Results from the survey are
shown in Figure 4.

Figure 4: Aspects of Education Within the Community

Community resources to learn new skills
Opportunities in your job to gain knowledge or skills
Quality of higher education

Quality of schools 4K-12

Early education opportunities

Birth to 3 education
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Comparison of education aspects across demographics

Gender: There were no significant differences in respondents’ ratings of aspects of education by
gender.

Age: Respondents over age 65 rated the quality of higher education higher than younger adults.
Education: The aspects of education were rated similarly among the various levels of education.

Income: Respondents with a household income >$75,000 were more likely to rate opportunities in
your job to gain knowledge or skills higher than households having less income.

Race: There were too few non-white respondents to detect any meaningful differences.
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Aspects of Quality of Life
Respondents were asked to rate aspects of quality of life in their community. Results from the survey
are shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5: Aspects of Quality of Life Within the Community
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Comparisons of quality of life aspects across demographics

Gender: Male respondents rated leisure time opportunities higher than females. Males also rated
physical recreation for adults higher than females.

Age: Respondents over age 65 rated the efforts to protect the natural environment higher than
younger adults.

Education: Those with a higher education were more likely to rate physical recreation for adults
higher than those with less education. Those with a lower education were more likely to rate it as a
place where people of different cultural/racial/ethnic backgrounds are included in decision-making than
those with more education.

Income: Respondents with a household income >$75,000 were more likely to rate opportunities for
youth to explore interests and participate in positive activities than households having less income.
Respondents with a household income <$25,000 were more likely to rate efforts to protect the natural
environment than households having more income.

Race: There were too few non-white respondents to detect any meaningful differences.
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Aspects of Care Giving in the Community

Respondents were asked to rate aspects of care giving in the community. Results from the survey are
shown in the Figure 6.

1="Poor
2 ='Fair'
3 ="'Good'

4 ="Excellent’

The availability of services that meet the needs

of abused children and adults

Efforts to prevent abuse or neglect of
vulnerable people

Your community as a place that meets the
overall needs of persons with disabilities

Your access to the help you or a family
member needs to stay in the home

Your community as a place that meets the
overall needs of elderly persons

Your ability to pay for childcare in your
community

The availability of quality childcare for your
children

Figure 6: Aspects of Care Giving in the Community
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Comparison of care giving in the community across demographics

Gender: Females responded that the availability of quality childcare for their children was lower than
how males responded.

Age: There were no significant differences among age groups for aspects of care giving in the
community.

Education: Respondents with higher education levels felt they were better able to pay for childcare.

Income: Respondents with higher income levels were better able to pay for childcare. This
relationship was linear; respondents with the lowest income were least able to pay for childcare.

Race: There were too few non-white respondents to detect any meaningful differences.
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Aspects of the Economy

Respondents were asked to rate aspects of the economy. Results from the survey are shown in Figure 7.
Of note, the majority of all respondents rated the accessibility and convenience of transportation as
“poor.”

Figure 7: Aspects of the Economy

Efforts to reduce hunger in your community
Efforts to reduce poverty in your community

Your ability to pay for your own vehicle 2.92

The accessibility and convenience of
1 ="Poor’ transportation

The availability of services for people who may

2 ="Fair' need extra help

3 ='Good' Your ability to pay for education beyond high
school for your and/or your family

4 = "Excellent The availability of resources to help you
budget your money

Your ability to pay for housing for you and/or
your family

The ability you have to meet your basic needs
for food, housing, and clothing

The availability of jobs with wages that offer a
good standard of living for you
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Aspects of the economy by demographic characteristics
Gender: The aspects of the economy were rated similarly among the various levels of gender.

Age: Older Respondents responded that the efforts to reduce hunger in the community were better
than what younger respondents noted.

Education: There were many significant differences among education levels. See in-depth analysis for
all differences.

Income: All factors were significantly different for various income levels except for the accessibility of
public transportation and efforts to reduce hunger and poverty.

Race: There were too few non-white respondents to detect any meaningful differences.

Issues in the Community

Respondents were asked to rate their concern with issues in the community. Results from the survey
are shown in Figure 8.
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Figure 8: Issues in the Community

Tobacco use 2.22
Suicide 2.20
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Gambling (in-person or online) 1.79

Funding for local schools 2.91
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Bullying 2.67
Alcohol use 244

00 05 10 15 20 25 3.0 35 40

Aspects of issues in the community by demographic characteristics

Gender: Women were more concerned with tobacco use, alcohol use, bullying, obesity and funding
for schools than men.

Age: Older Respondents were more concerned with identity theft and gambling than younger
respondents. However, older respondents were less concerned with risk of foreclosure or bankruptcy.

Education: Respondents with lower education levels were more concerned with domestic abuse and
homelessness than respondents with higher education levels.
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Income: Respondents with higher income were more concerned with funding for local schools than
respondents with lower income.

Race: There were too few non-white respondents to detect any meaningful differences.

APPENDIX B:

2015 Buffalo County Needs Assessment:
Report
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In-Depth Comparisons

2015 BUFFALO COUNTY
COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT

RANDOM HOUSEHOLD SURVEY REPORT

Appendix — All comparisons — In Depth Analysis
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Buffalo County Summary

OVERALL RATING OF COMMUNITY Buffalo County
AS A PLACE TO LIVE
Number of Respondents 378
Poor 0.79%
Fair 7.41%
Good 57.94%
Excellent 33.86%
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Mean Score

ASPECTS OF HEALTH

Buffalo County

Overall health 396
Poor 2.02%
Fair 12.88%
Good 64.65%
Excellent 20.45%
Mean Score 3.04
Overall mental health 396
Poor 1.01%
Fair 9.09%
Good 53.54%
Excellent 36.36%
Mean Score 3.25
Overall dental health 393
Poor 5.85%
Fair 14.50%
Good 52.67%
Excellent 26.97%
Mean Score 3.01
Access to healthcare 392
Poor 3.57%
Fair 13.52%
Good 48.47%
Excellent 34.44%
Mean Score 3.14
Access to mental healthcare 386
Poor 8.55%
Fair 16.06%
Good 51.04%
Excellent 24.35%
Mean Score 291
Access to dental care 393
Poor 5.60%
Fair 9.92%
Good 46.56%
Excellent 37.91%
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Mean Score 3.17

Access to healthy food choices 393
Poor 4.83%
Fair 16.03%
Good 47.84%
Excellent 31.30%
Mean Score 3.06
Ability to pay for healthcare 372
Poor 10.48%
Fair 26.08%
Good 46.77%
Excellent 16.67%
Mean Score 2.7

Ability to pay for mental healthcare | 386

Poor 12.69%
Fair 25.91%
Good 46.37%
Excellent 15.03%
Mean Score 2.64
Ability to pay for dental care 395
Poor 11.14%
Fair 28.10%
Good 44.81%
Excellent 15.95%
Mean Score 2.66
Ability to pay for healthy food
choices 392
Poor 4.85%
Fair 23.21%
Good 49.74%
Excellent 22.19%
Mean Score 2.89

Quality of water in rivers and lakes

in community 391
Poor 5.63%
Fair 33.50%
Good 48.59%
Excellent 12.28%
Mean Score 2.68
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Everyone in household having

medical insurance 394

Yes 94.67%
Avoid seeing doctor in past 12
months because of cost 382

Yes 24.08%

ASPECTS OF CAREGIVING

Buffalo County

The availability of quality childcare

for your children 204
Poor 13.7%
Fair 39.7%
Good 39.2%
Excellent 7.4%
Mean Score 2.40
Your ability to pay for childcare in
your community 156
Poor 12.2%
Fair 41.7%
Good 40.4%
Excellent 5.8%
Mean Score 2.40
Your community as a place that
meets the overall needs of elderly
person 360
Poor 16.4%
Fair 37.2%
Good 38.9%
Excellent 7.5%
Mean Score 2.38
Your access to the help you or a
family member needs to stay in the
home (for example, energy
assistance, cooking,
bathing/dressing, chores,
assistance with medications) 304
Poor 15.8%
Fair 38.2%
Good 37.5%
Excellent 8.6%
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Mean Score

2.39

Your community as a place that
meets the overall needs of persons

with disabilities 336
Poor 14.3%
Fair 42.0%
Good 37.2%
Excellent 6.5%
Mean Score 2.36
Efforts to prevent abuse or neglect
of vulnerable people (children,
seniors, people with disabilities) 333
Poor 9.0%
Fair 38.7%
Good 44.1%
Excellent 8.1%
Mean Score 251
The availability of services that
meet the needs of abused children
and adults (domestic violence,
sexual violence) 305
Poor 13.8%
Fair 43.0%
Good 35.7%
Excellent 7.5%
Mean Score 2.37
ASPECTS OF THE ECONOMY
The availability of jobs with wages
that offer a good standard of living
for you (and/or family) 344
Poor 34.3%
Fair 37.8%
Good 24.1%
Excellent 3.8%
Mean Score 1.97
The ability you have to meet your
(and/or your family's) basic needs
for food, housing, and clothing 377
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Poor 9.5%
Fair 21.1%
Good 45.6%
Excellent 23.6%
Mean Score 2.83
Your ability to pay for housing for
you and/or your family 360
Poor 7.2%
Fair 20.3%
Good 48.3%
Excellent 24.2%
Mean Score 2.89
The availability of resources to help
you budget your money 317
Poor 12.3%
Fair 31.9%
Good 45.7%
Excellent 10.1%
Mean Score 2.54
Your ability to pay for education
beyond high school for your and/or
your family 246
Poor 24.4%
Fair 35.8%
Good 29.7%
Excellent 10.2%
Mean Score 2.26
The availability of services for
people who may need extra help
(for example, government or non-
profit services) 329
Poor 14.0%
Fair 35.6%
Good 42.6%
Excellent 7.9%
Mean Score 244
The accessibility and convenience
of transportation 315
Poor 65.4%
Fair 24.8%
Good 7.6%
Excellent 2.2%
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Mean Score 1.47
Your ability to pay for your own
vehicle (including gasoline,
insurance, and maintenance) 381
Poor 7.6%
Fair 19.2%
Good 46.7%
Excellent 26.5%
Mean Score 2.92
Efforts to reduce poverty in your
community 353
Poor 28.3%
Fair 43.1%
Good 24.4%
Excellent 4.2%
Mean Score 2.05
Efforts to reduce hunger in your
community 373
Poor 9.9%
Fair 37.5%
Good 43.2%
Excellent 9.4%
Mean Score 2.52
ISSUES IN THE COMMUNITY
Alcohol Use 392
No Concern 20.2%
Not Really Concerned 33.9%
Concerned 27.6%
Very Concerned 18.4%
Mean Score 244
Bullying 387
No Concern 12.9%
Not Really Concerned 29.7%
Concerned 34.9%
Very Concerned 22.5%
Mean Score 2.67
Domestic abuse, child abuse, elder
abuse 386
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No Concern 13.7%
Not Really Concerned 30.8%
Concerned 34.7%
Very Concerned 20.7%
Mean Score 2.62
Excessive Personal Debt 382
No Concern 25.1%
Not Really Concerned 38.5%
Concerned 25.9%
Very Concerned 10.5%
Mean Score 2.22
Financial problems experienced by
local governments 384
No Concern 12.2%
Not Really Concerned 29.9%
Concerned 34.6%
Very Concerned 23.2%
Mean Score 2.69
Funding for local schools 386
No Concern 8.5%
Not Really Concerned 22.0%
Concerned 39.4%
Very Concerned 30.1%
Mean Score 291
Gambling (in-person or online) 387
No Concern 46.5%
Not Really Concerned 33.3%
Concerned 14.5%
Very Concerned 5.7%
Mean Score 1.79
Homelessness 390
No Concern 29.2%
Not Really Concerned 42.8%
Concerned 18.2%
Very Concerned 9.7%
Mean Score 2.08
Hunger 387
No Concern 16.5%
Not Really Concerned 40.3%
Concerned 31.0%
Very Concerned 12.1%
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Mean Score 2.39
Identity Theft 392
No Concern 11.5%
Not Really Concerned 26.3%
Concerned 33.7%
Very Concerned 28.6%
Mean Score 2.79
lllegal Drug Use 393
No Concern 8.9%
Not Really Concerned 18.1%
Concerned 33.6%
Very Concerned 39.4%
Mean Score 3.04
Obesity 389
No Concern 14.9%
Not Really Concerned 29.0%
Concerned 36.5%
Very Concerned 19.5%
Mean Score 2.61
Over the Counter drug misuse 389
No Concern 18.5%
Not Really Concerned 34.7%
Concerned 28.8%
Very Concerned 18.0%
Mean Score 2.46
Prescription drug misuse 387
No Concern 19.4%
Not Really Concerned 33.1%
Concerned 28.2%
Very Concerned 19.4%
Mean Score 248
Risk of foreclosure and bankruptcy | 384
No Concern 30.7%
Not Really Concerned 39.1%
Concerned 23.7%
Very Concerned 6.5%
Mean Score 2.06
Risk of losing your job 384
No Concern 47.4%
Not Really Concerned 28.6%
Concerned 14.3%
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Very Concerned 9.6%
Mean Score 1.86
Sexual abuse and sexual violence 389
No Concern 28.3%
Not Really Concerned 35.5%
Concerned 23.1%
Very Concerned 13.1%
Mean Score 2.21
Suicide 389
No Concern 29.0%
Not Really Concerned 36.2%
Concerned 20.8%
Very Concerned 13.9%
Mean Score 2.20
Tobacco use 387
No Concern 31.8%
Not Really Concerned 31.0%
Concerned 20.9%
Very Concerned 16.3%
Mean Score 2.22
Gender Comparison
OVERALL RATING OF COMMUNITY Male Female p-value
AS A PLACE TO LIVE
148 218
Poor 1.35% 0.46%
Fair 8.11% 6.42% 0.4135
Good 52.70% 60.55%
Excellent 37.84% 32.57%
ASPECTS OF HEALTH Male Female p-value
Overall health 150 230
Poor 2.00% 1.74% 0.8025
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Fair 13.33% 13.04%
Good 66.67% 63.04%
Excellent 18.00% 22.17%
Overall mental health 149 231
Poor 0.67% 0.87%
Fair 14.09% 6.06% 0.0686
Good 49.66% 55.84%
Excellent 35.57% 37.23%
Overall dental health 147 230
Poor 9.52% 3.04%
Fair 16.33% 13.91% 0.0162
Good 53.06% 52.17%
Excellent 21.09% 30.87%
Access to healthcare 147 229
Poor 5.44% 2.18%
Fair 14.97% 13.54% 0.2393
Good 48.98% 46.72%
Excellent 30.61% 37.55%
Access to mental healthcare 147 223
Poor 8.84% 8.07%
Fair 18.37% 14.80% 0.6701
Good 51.02% 50.67%
Excellent 21.77% 26.46%
Access to dental care 150 227
Poor 4.67% 5.73%
Fair 12.00% 8.37% 0.4561
Good 48.67% 44.93%
Excellent 34.67% 40.97%
Access to healthy food choices 151 226
Poor 3.97% 5.31%
Fair 15.23% 15.03% 0923
Good 49.67% 47.35%
Excellent 31.13% 32.30%
Ability to pay for healthcare 137 221
Poor 12.41% 9.05%
Fair 27.73% 23.98% 0.2128
Good 47.45% 46.61%
Excellent 12.41% 20.36%
Ability to pay for mental healthcare | 147 223
Poor 17.69% 9.42% 0.07445
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Fair 25.85% 24.66%
Good 44.22% 47.98%
Excellent 12.24% 17.94%
Ability to pay for dental care 150 230
Poor 14.67% 8.70%
Fair 31.33% 25.22% 0.0939
Good 40.00% 47.83%
Excellent 14.00% 18.26%
Ability to pay for healthy food
choices 148 228
Poor 7.43% 3.07%
Fair 20.95% 24.12% 0.2593
Good 50.00% 50.00%
Excellent 21.62% 22.81%
Quality of water in rivers and lakes
in community 148 227
Poor 4.73% 5.73%
Fair 30.41% 36.12% 0.6096
Good 51.35% 47.14%
Excellent 13.51% 11.01%
Everyone in household having
medical insurance 151 228
Yes 93.37% 95.61% 0.4723
Avoid seeing doctor in past 12
months because of cost 146 220
Yes 23.28% 24.09% 0.959
ASPECTS OF PUBLIC SAFETY Male Female p-value
Quality of law enforcement 150 230
Poor 8.7% 4.3%
Fair 11.3% 17.8%
Good 59.3% 58.3% 0.146
Excellent 20.7% 19.6%
Efforts to prevent crime 149 229
Poor 8.1% 5.2%
Fair 19.5% 20.5%
Good 56.4% 59.8% 0.675
Excellent 16.1% 14.4%
Quality of emergency services 151 231
Poor 1.3% 3.0% 0.496
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Fair 11.3% 14.3%
Good 54.3% 54.1%
Excellent 33.1% 28.6%
Safety of neighborhood 150 229
Poor 2.7% 0.9%
Fair 10.0% 7.9%
Good 54.0% 62.0% 0-285
Excellent 33.3% 29.3%
Safety of schools 137 222
Poor 0.7% 1.4%
Fair 11.7% 10.4%
Good 61.3% 66.7% 0.662
Excellent 26.3% 21.6%
Ability to respond to major 148 220
safety threats
Poor 2.0% 5.5%
Fair 33.1% 31.4%
Good 48.6% 54.5% 0.056
Excellent 16.2% 8.6%
ASPECTS OF EDUCATION Male Female p-value
A place that meets your family’s | 103 179
educational needs
Poor 3.9% 1.7%
Fair 14.6% 19.0%
Good 51.5% 60.9% 0.073
Excellent 30.1% 18.4%
Birth to 3 education 95 160
Poor 9.5% 10.0%
Fair 26.3% 38.8%
Good 53.7% 39.4% 0.136
Excellent 10.5% 11.9%
Early education opportunities 101 162
Poor 5.0% 3.1%
Fair 18.8% 19.1% 0.896
Good 48.5% 50.0%
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Excellent 27.7% 27.8%
Quality of schools 4K-12 114 178
Poor 1.8% 1.7%
Fair 10.5% 13.5%
0.784
Good 57.9% 52.2%
Excellent 29.8% 32.6%
Quality of higher education 114 179
Poor 7.0% 10.1%
Fair 18.4% 12.8%
0.484
Good 38.6% 42.5%
Excellent 36.0% 34.6%
Opportunities in your job to gain | 96 147
knowledge or skills
Poor 14.6% 17.0%
Fair 32.3% 32.0%
0.956
Good 34.4% 32.0%
Excellent 18.8% 19.0%
Community resources to learn 131 190
new skills
Poor 20.6% 27.9%
Fair 43.5% 37.9%
0.508
Good 28.2% 26.8%
Excellent 7.6% 7.4%
ASPECTS OF QUALITY OF LIFE Male Female p-value
Leisure time opportunities 151 228
Poor 6.6% 11.0%
Fair 23.2% 34.6%
0.002
Good 47.0% 43.4%
Excellent 23.2% 11.0%
Opportunities for youth to 148 220
explore interests and participate
in positive activities
Poor 6.1% 8.6%
Fair 33.1% 40.0%
0.316
Good 50.0% 40.9%
Excellent 10.8% 10.5%
Opportunities to enjoy fine arts | 151 226

and cultural experiences
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Poor 15.9% 22.6%
Fair 45.0% 45.6%
Good 29.1% 26.5% 0.175
Excellent 9.9% 5.3%
Physical recreation for adults 150 226
Poor 6.7% 13.7%
Fair 28.0% 34.1%
Good 46.7% 40.7% 0.028
Excellent 18.7% 11.5%
Safe bike routes to school or 148 221
work
Poor 35.1% 42.1%
Fair 42.6% 35.7%
Good 18.9% 18.1% 0.512
Excellent 3.4% 4.1%
Library services in your 149 226
community
Poor 24.8% 15.5%
Fair 29.5% 30.1%
Good 37.6% 39.8% 0.060
Excellent 8.1% 14.6%
Efforts to protect the natural 149 224
environment
Poor 14.1% 17.0%
Fair 36.9% 39.3%
Good 40.9% 36.2% 0.763
Excellent 8.1% 7.6%
Opportunities to volunteer 148 222
Poor 8.1% 8.1%
Fair 28.4% 31.1%
Good 50.0% 46.8% 0.938
Excellent 13.5% 14.0%
A place where people are 150 227
treated respectfully
Poor 6.0% 8.4%
Fair 29.3% 30.0%
Good 48.7% 48.9% 0.714
Excellent 16.0% 12.8%
A place where people of 148 219

different cultural/racial/ethnic
backgrounds are included in
decision-making
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Poor 14.9% 16.4%
Fair 37.2% 37.4% 0.716
Good 37.8% 39.3%
Excellent 10.1% 6.8%
ASPECTS OF CAREGIVING Male Female p-value
The availability of quality childcare 79 116
for your children
Poor 6.3% 18.1%
Fair 38.0% 43.1% 0.042
Good 48.1% 32.8%
Excellent 7.6% 6.0%
Your ability to pay for childcare in 67 84
your community
Poor 6.0% 16.7%
Fair 47.8% 38.1% 0.203
Good 41.8% 39.3%
Excellent 4.5% 6.0%
Your community as a place that 138 207
meets the overall needs of elderly
person
Poor 13.0% 18.4%
Fair 36.2% 36.2% 0.506
Good 41.3% 38.6%
Excellent 9.4% 6.8%
Your access to the help you or a 121 172
family member needs to stay in the
home (for example, energy
assistance, cooking,
bathing/dressing, chores,
assistance with medications)
Poor 12.4% 17.4%
Fair 38.8% 39.0% 0.616
Good 40.5% 34.9%
Excellent 8.3% 8.7%
Your community as a place that 130 191
meets the overall needs of persons
with disabilities
Poor 10.0% 15.7% 0.290

2015 Buffalo County Needs Assessment

87|Page



Fair 42.3% 42.4%
Good 38.5% 36.6%
Excellent 9.2% 5.2%
Efforts to prevent abuse or neglect 131 189
of vulnerable people (children,
seniors, people with disabilities)
Poor 5.3% 10.1%
Fair 37.4% 39.2% 0.388
Good 47.3% 43.4%
Excellent 9.9% 7.4%
The availability of services that 126 168
meet the needs of abused children
and adults (domestic violence,
sexual violence)
Poor 9.5% 16.1%
Fair 38.9% 44.6% 0.118
Good 41.3% 33.3%
Excellent 10.3% 6.0%
ASPECTS OF THE ECONOMY Male Female p-value
The availability of jobs with wages 132 196
that offer a good standard of living
for you (and/or family)
Poor 31.8% 35.7%
Fair 38.6% 36.2% 0.684
Good 24.2% 25.0%
Excellent 5.3% 3.1%
The ability you have to meet your 145 216
(and/or your family's) basic needs
for food, housing, and clothing
Poor 11.7% 7.9%
Fair 23.4% 18.1% 0.106
Good 38.6% 51.4%
Excellent 26.2% 22.7%
Your ability to pay for housing for 140 205
you and/or your family
Poor 7.9% 6.3%
Fair 22.9% 18.5% 0.574
Good 43.6% 50.7%
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Excellent 25.7% 24.4%
The availability of resources to help 122 183
you budget your money
Poor 10.7% 13.1%
1 o) 0,
Fair 31.1% 32.8% 0.881
Good 47.5% 43.7%
Excellent 10.7% 10.4%
Your ability to pay for education 97 141
beyond high school for your and/or
your family
Poor 24.7% 24.1%
1 o) 0,
Fair 39.2% 33.3% 0.723
Good 27.8% 31.2%
Excellent 8.2% 11.3%
The availability of services for 133 182
people who may need extra help
(for example, government or non-
profit services)
Poor 10.5% 15.4%
1 0, 0,
Fair 33.1% 36.3% 0.459
Good 48.1% 40.7%
Excellent 8.3% 7.7%
The accessibility and convenience 124 177
of transportation
Poor 58.9% 68.4%
1 0, 0,
Fair 29.8% 22.6% 0.348
Good 8.1% 7.3%
Excellent 3.2% 1.7%
Your ability to pay for your own 147 219
vehicle (including gasoline,
insurance, and maintenance)
Poor 8.8% 6.8%
1 0, 0,
Fair 21.1% 16.9% 0.616
Good 43.5% 48.4%
Excellent 26.5% 27.9%
Efforts to reduce poverty in your 139 198
community
Poor 23.7% 30.8%
1 0, o)
Fair 49.6% 37.9% 0.190
Good 22.3% 26.8%
Excellent 4.3% 4.5%
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Efforts to reduce hunger in your 146 211
community
Poor 9.6% 10.0%
Fair 41.8% 32.7% 0341
Good 39.0% 47.4%
Excellent 9.6% 10.0%
ISSUES IN THE COMMUNITY Male Female p-value
Alcohol Use 150 226
No Concern 25.3% 17.7%
Not Really Concerned 42.0% 29.2% 0.001
Concerned 22.0% 30.1%
Very Concerned 10.7% 23.0%
Bullying 149 224
No Concern 15.4% 12.1%
Not Really Concerned 38.9% 24.6% 0.007
Concerned 27.5% 39.7%
Very Concerned 18.1% 23.7%
Domestic abuse, child abuse, elder | 147 224
abuse
No Concern 15.6% 13.4%
Not Really Concerned 33.3% 29.9% 0.718
Concerned 30.6% 35.7%
Very Concerned 20.4% 21.0%
Excessive Personal Debt 147 221
No Concern 26.5% 25.3%
Not Really Concerned 38.8% 38.9% 0731
Concerned 27.2% 24.9%
Very Concerned 7.5% 10.9%
Financial problems experienced by | 149 221
local governments
No Concern 9.4% 14.5%
Not Really Concerned 29.5% 31.2% 0.290
Concerned 38.9% 30.8%
Very Concerned 22.1% 23.5%
Funding for local schools 150 222
No Concern 10.0% 8.1% 0.004
Not Really Concerned 22.0% 23.0%
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Concerned 48.7% 33.8%
Very Concerned 19.3% 35.1%
Gambling (in-person or online) 149 224
No Concern 45.6% 49.6%
Not Really Concerned 33.6% 32.1% 0.267
Concerned 12.8% 14.7%
Very Concerned 8.1% 3.6%
Homelessness 150 226
No Concern 33.3% 27.4%
Not Really Concerned 42.7% 43.4% 0.580
Concerned 16.0% 19.5%
Very Concerned 8.0% 9.7%
Hunger 147 226
No Concern 17.0% 16.8%
Not Really Concerned 41.5% 40.3% 0.989
Concerned 30.6% 31.0%
Very Concerned 10.9% 11.9%
Identity Theft 149 229
No Concern 10.1% 13.1%
Not Really Concerned 24.2% 27.9% 0312
Concerned 32.9% 34.5%
Very Concerned 32.9% 24.5%
lllegal Drug Use 150 229
No Concern 8.7% 9.6%
Not Really Concerned 20.7% 16.6% 0.685
Concerned 31.3% 35.8%
Very Concerned 39.3% 38.0%
Obesity 149 226
No Concern 14.1% 15.9%
Not Really Concerned 37.6% 23.9% 0.032
Concerned 33.6% 38.5%
Very Concerned 14.8% 21.7%
Over the Counter drug misuse 150 225
No Concern 16.0% 21.3%
Not Really Concerned 37.3% 33.3% 0.485
Concerned 27.3% 29.3%
Very Concerned 19.3% 16.0%
Prescription drug misuse 148 225
No Concern 17.6% 21.3%
Not Really Concerned 34.5% 32.4% 0.324
Concerned 25.0% 29.8%
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Very Concerned 23.0% 16.4%
Risk of foreclosure and bankruptcy | 148 222
No Concern 31.8% 31.1%
Not Really Concerned 39.2% 38.7% 0.888
Concerned 21.6% 24.3%
Very Concerned 7.4% 5.9%
Risk of losing your job 148 222
No Concern 49.3% 47.7%
Not Really Concerned 25.0% 30.2% 0.701
Concerned 16.2% 13.5%
Very Concerned 9.5% 8.6%
Sexual abuse and sexual violence 150 225
No Concern 30.0% 28.9%
Not Really Concerned 34.0% 35.6% 0.951
Concerned 24.0% 22.2%
Very Concerned 12.0% 13.3%
Suicide 150 225
No Concern 32.7% 28.0%
Not Really Concerned 38.0% 34.7% 0.405
Concerned 16.7% 23.1%
Very Concerned 12.7% 14.2%
Tobacco use 150 223
No Concern | 40.7% 27.4%
Not Really Concerned | 36.7% 27.8% 0.000
Concerned | 14.0% 25.1%
Very Concerned | 8.7% 19.7%
Age Comparison
OVERAII’_I\'SR:E&CEI? : g ?I“\;I:,I UNITY 18-50 years 51-64 years 65+ years p-value
93 132 140
Poor 0.00% 0.76% 1.43%
Fair 12.90% 6.06% 5.00% 0.3038
Good 56.99% 57.58% 59.29%
Excellent 30.11% 35.61% 34.29%
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ASPECTS OF HEALTH 18-50 years 51-64 years 65+ years p-value
Overall health 94 135 151
Poor 0.00% 2.22% 2.65%
Fair .519 .639 .879
8.51% 9.63% 19.87% 0.0065
Good 61.70% 68.15% 68.53%
Excellent 29.79% 20.00% 13.91%
Overall mental health 94 135 151
Poor 2.13% 0.74% 0.00%
Fair .389 .379 .609
6.38% 10.37% 10.60% 0.4759
Good 51.06% 53.33% 55.63%
Excellent 40.43% 35.56% 33.77%
Overall dental health 93 135 149
Poor 3.23% 5.93% 7.38%
Fair .989 .079 449
13.98% 14.07% 15.44% 0.4238
Good 48.39% 57.78% 50.34%
Excellent 34.41% 22.22% 26.85%
Access to healthcare 94 135 147
Poor 4.26% 2.96% 2.72%
Fair .289 119 .569
21.28% 11.11% 11.56% 0.3268
Good 44.68% 51.11% 48.30%
Excellent 29.79% 34.81% 37.41%
Access to mental healthcare 94 133 144
Poor 12.77% 8.27% 6.25%
Fair 219 .299 .979
20.21% 14.29% 15.97% 03513
Good 46.81% 54.89% 49.31%
Excellent 20.21% 22.56% 28.47%
Access to dental care 93 134 151
Poor 4.30% 5.97% 5.30%
Fair .989 219 .939
13.98% 8.21% 9.93% 0.7806
Good 43.01% 50.00% 44.37%
Excellent 38.71% 35.82% 40.40%
Access to healthy food choices 92 133 152
Poor 4.35% 6.02% 3.95%
Fair .659 .549 .829
20.65% 16.54% 13.82% 0.4744
Good 51.09% 48.12% 46.05%
Excellent 23.91% 29.32% 36.18%
Ability to pay for healthcare 85 129 143
Poor .949 .189 .999
‘ 12.94% 13.18% 6.99% 0.2846
Fair 22.35% 27.91% 25.17%
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Good 49.41% 47.29% 46.85%
Excellent 15.29% 11.63% 20.98%
Ability to pay for mental healthcare | 94 133 143
Poor 13.83% 13.53% 11.89%
Fair 23.40% 26.32% 25.17% 0.9777
Good 47.87% 47.37% 46.15%
Excellent 14.89% 12.78% 16.78%
Ability to pay for dental care 94 134 151
Poor 12.77% 11.19% 10.60%
Fair 25.53% 29.10% 27.81% 0.8917
Good 42.55% 47.01% 45.03%
Excellent 19.15% 12.69% 16.56%
Ability to pay for healthy food
choices 93 133 150
Poor 5.38% 6.02% 3.33%
Fair 24.73% 23.31% 21.33% 0.0709
Good 56.99% 51.88% 45.33%
Excellent 12.90% 18.80% 30.00%
Quality of water in rivers and lakes
in community 94 133 149
Poor 8.51% 6.02% 2.68%
Fair 37.23% 33.83% 31.54% 0.3283
Good 45.74% 48.12% 50.34%
Excellent 8.51% 12.03% 15.44%
Everyone in household having
medical insurance 94 133 152
Yes 92.55% 95.49% 95.39% 0.5547
Avoid seeing doctor in past 12
months because of cost 89 132 151
Yes 37.07% 30.30% 10.88% <0.0001
ASPECTS OF PUBLIC SAFETY 18-50 years 51-64 years 65+ years p-value
Quality of law enforcement 94 134 152
Poor 5.3% 9.0% 3.3%
Fair 19.1% 14.9% 12.5% 0.045
Good 64.9% 53.0% 60.5%
Excellent 10.6% 23.1% 23.7%
Efforts to prevent crime 93 134 151
Poor 6.5% 8.2% 4.6% 0.204
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Fair 28.0% 19.4% 15.9%
Good 54.8% 55.2% 64.2%
Excellent 10.8% 17.2% 15.2%
Quality of emergency services 94 135 153
Poor 2.1% 2.2% 2.0%
Fair 19.1% 14.8% 8.5% 0.148
Good 56.4% 54.1% 52.9%
Excellent 22.3% 28.9% 36.6%
Safety of neighborhood 94 133 152
Poor 2.1% 3.0% 0.0%
Fair 6.4% 9.8% 7.2% 0.259
Good 63.8% 52.6% 62.5%
Excellent 27.7% 34.6% 30.3%
Safety of schools 84 127 147
Poor 0.0% 2.4% 0.7%
Fair 6.0% 15.7% 8.8% 0.109
Good 72.6% 57.5% 66.0%
Excellent 21.4% 24.4% 24.5%
Ability to respond to major 92 132 144
safety threats
Poor 2.2% 5.3% 4.2%
Fair 37.0% 33.3% 26.4% 0.371
Good 52.2% 47.0% 57.6%
Excellent 8.7% 14.4% 11.8%
ASPECTS OF EDUCATION 18-50 years 51-64 years 65+ years p-value
A place that meets your family’s | 81 100 100
educational needs
Poor 1.2% 3.0% 3.0%
Fair 12.3% 23.0% 16.0% 0.217
Good 66.7% 55.0% 52.0%
Excellent 19.8% 19.0% 29.0%
Birth to 3 education 74 89 92
Poor 12.2% 10.1% 8.7%
Fair 43.2% 38.2% 21.7% 0.058
Good 36.5% 41.6% 54.3%
Excellent 8.1% 10.1% 15.2%
Early education opportunities 76 95 93
Poor 2.6% 6.3% 2.2%
Fair 22.4% 18.9% 15.1% 0.419
Good 47.4% 51.6% 48.4%
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Excellent 27.6% 23.2% 34.4%
Quality of schools 4K-12 80 104 108
Poor 2.5% 1.9% 0.9%
Fair 10.0% 19.2% 8.3% 0.105
Good 61.3% 51.9% 51.9% '
Excellent 26.3% 26.9% 38.9%
Quality of higher education 78 106 112
Poor 16.7% 6.6% 4.5%
Fair 11.5% 19.8% 11.6% 0.008
Good 46.2% 38.7% 39.3%
Excellent 25.6% 34.9% 44.6%
Opportunities in your job to gain | 85 98 63
knowledge or skills
Poor 15.3% 17.3% 11.1%
Fair 24.7% 37.8% 34.9% 0.394
Good 41.2% 27.6% 33.3%
Excellent 18.8% 17.3% 20.6%
Community resources to learn 91 122 112
new skills
Poor 23.1% 26.2% 22.3%
Fair 45.1% 44.3% 35.7% 0.442
Good 27.5% 22.1% 33.0%
Excellent 4.4% 7.4% 8.9%
ASPECTS OF QUALITY OF LIFE 18-50 years 51-64 years 65+ years p-value
Leisure time opportunities 93 135 151
Poor 7.5% 8.9% 10.6%
Fair 37.6% 30.4% 27.8% 0.786
Good 38.7% 45.2% 45.7% '
Excellent 16.1% 15.6% 15.9%
Opportunities for youth to 91 135 142
explore interests and participate
in positive activities
Poor 4.4% 7.4% 9.2%
Fair 42.9% 40.7% 32.4% 0.615
Good 42.9% 42.2% 46.5%
Excellent 9.9% 9.6% 12.0%
Opportunities to enjoy fine arts 92 135 150
and cultural experiences
Poor 18.5% 19.3% 20.7% 0.263
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Fair 55.4% 46.7% 39.3%
Good 22.8% 26.7% 30.7%
Excellent 3.3% 7.4% 9.3%
Physical recreation for adults 93 134 149
Poor 10.8% 10.4% 11.4%
Fair 38.7% 34.3% 24.8% 0.331
Good 35.5% 41.8% 49.7%
Excellent 15.1% 13.4% 14.1%
Safe bike routes to school or 92 135 142
work
Poor 39.1% 44.4% 36.6%
Fair 38.0% 37.0% 38.7% 0.875
Good 18.5% 15.6% 20.4% '
Excellent 4.3% 3.0% 4.2%
Library services in your 93 133 149
community
Poor 23.7% 18.0% 17.4%
Fair 30.1% 35.5% 24.8% 0.281
Good 37.6% 36.8% 42.3%
Excellent 8.6% 9.8% 15.4%
Efforts to protect the natural 92 134 147
environment
Poor 19.6% 14.2% 15.0%
Fair 46.7% 38.8% 32.7% 0.024
Good 30.4% 41.8% 39.5%
Excellent 3.3% 5.2% 12.9%
Opportunities to volunteer 92 134 144
Poor 7.6% 7.5% 9.7%
Fair 30.4% 29.1% 29.2% 0.914
Good 51.1% 49.3% 45.1% '
Excellent 10.9% 14.2% 16.0%
A place where people are treated | 93 135 149
respectfully
Poor 9.7% 8.9% 3.4%
Fair 33.3% 31.9% 29.5% 0.060
Good 47.3% 49.6% 47.0% '
Excellent 9.7% 9.6% 20.1%
A place where people of different | 92 130 145
cultural/racial/ethnic
backgrounds are included in
decision-making
Poor 17.4% 18.5% 11.7% 0.099
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Fair 47.8% 31.5% 39.3%
Good 29.3% 43.1% 38.6%
Excellent 5.4% 6.9% 10.3%
ASPECTS OF CAREGIVING 18-50 years 51-64 years 65+ years p-value
The availability of quality childcare 65 75 54
for your children
Poor 18.5% 13.3% 9.3%
Fair 33.8% 74.7% 35.2% 0.459
Good 40.0% 36.0% 48.1%
Excellent 7.7% 4.0% 7.4%
Your ability to pay for childcare in 58 52 40
your community
Poor 12.1% 9.6% 15.0%
Fair 31.0% 48.1% 47.5% 0.141
Good 46.6% 42.3% 32.5%
Excellent 10.3% 0.0% 5.0%
Your community as a place that 78 123 144
meets the overall needs of elderly
person
Poor 16.7% 13.0% 18.1%
Fair 43.6% 39.8% 31.3% 0.389
Good 34.6% 40.7% 40.3%
Excellent 5.1% 6.5% 10.4%
Your access to the help you or a 65 104 124
family member needs to stay in the
home (for example, energy
assistance, cooking,
bathing/dressing, chores,
assistance with medications)
Poor 16.9% 14.4% 14.5%
Fair 41.5% 41.3% 34.7% 0.717
Good 35.4% 37.5% 38.7%
Excellent 6.2% 6.7% 12.1%
Your community as a place that 76 114 131
meets the overall needs of persons
with disabilities
Poor 13.2% 12.3% 15.3%
Fair 44.7% 46.5% 36.6% 0.804
Good 36.8% 34.2% 40.5%
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Excellent 5.3% 7.0% 7.6%
Efforts to prevent abuse or neglect 75 114 125
of vulnerable people (children,
seniors, people with disabilities)
Poor 2.7% 10.5% 9.3%
1 0, 0, 0,
Fair 44.0% 39.5% 35.7% 0.545
Good 44.0% 42.1% 46.5%
Excellent 9.3% 7.9% 8.5%
The availability of services that 69 103 119
meet the needs of abused children
and adults (domestic violence,
sexual violence)
Poor 11.6% 15.5% 11.8%
1 0, 0, 0,
Fair 49.3% 46.6% 37.8% 0.509
Good 30.4% 32.0% 42.0%
Excellent 8.7% 5.8% 8.4%
Education Comparison
OVERALL RATING OF COMMUNITY | High school | Some college/ gzl‘::ﬁi:; value
AS A PLACE TO LIVE grad or less vocational P
degree
143 129 103
Poor 1.40% 0.00% 0.97%
Fair 7.699 8.539 5.839
% % % 0.3032
Good 55.94% 52.71% 66.99%
Excellent 34.97% 38.76% 26.21%
High school Some college/ College or
ASPECTS OF HEALTH & . & advanced p-value
grad or less vocational
degree
Overall health 154 132 107
Poor 2.60% 3.03% 0.00%
Fair .189 .619 419
18.18% 10.61% 8.41% 0.0264
Good 63.64% 66.67% 62.62%
Excellent 15.58% 19.70% 28.97%
Overall mental health 154 132 107
Poor 0.65% 1.52% 0.93%
Fair 11.69% 7.58% 7.48% 0.4926
Good 57.14% 51.52% 50.47%
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Excellent 30.52% 39.39% 41.12%
Overall dental health 152 131 107
Poor 7.24% 6.87% 2.80%
Fair 21.71% 13.74% 5.61% 0.0029
Good 50.66% 51.91% 55.14%
Excellent 20.39% 27.48% 36.45%
Access to healthcare 149 133 107
Poor 2.01% 5.26% 3.74%
Fair 10.74% 15.04% 15.89% 0.3334
Good 53.69% 48.87% 41.12%
Excellent 33.56% 30.83% 39.25%
Access to mental healthcare 147 132 104
Poor 7.48% 10.61% 7.69%
Fair 14.29% 18.18% 16.35% 0.6796
Good 56.46% 46.97% 48.08%
Excellent 21.77% 24.24% 27.88%
Access to dental care 151 133 106
Poor 7.95% 5.26% 2.83%
Fair 10.60% 12.03% 6.60% 0.0272
Good 52.98% 42.86% 41.51%
Excellent 28.48% 39.85% 49.06%
Access to healthy food choices 153 130 107
Poor 1.31% 6.92% 7.48%
Fair 14.38% 19.23% 14.95% 0.0509
Good 54.25% 46.92% 40.19%
Excellent 30.07% 26.92% 37.38%
Ability to pay for healthcare 149 125 95
Poor 11.41% 15.20% 2.11%
Fair 27.52% 32.80% 15.79% <0.0001
Good 48.99% 38.40% 53.68%
Excellent 12.08% 13.60% 28.42%
Ability to pay for mental healthcare | 146 132 105
Poor 15.07% 17.42% 2.86%
Fair 24.66% 34.09% 18.10% <0.0001
Good 48.63% 37.12% 54.29%
Excellent 11.64% 11.36% 24.76%
Ability to pay for dental care 151 134 107
Poor 13.91% 12.69% 4.67%
Fair 31.79% 32.84% 17.76% 0.0003
Good 42.38% 43.28% 49.53%
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Excellent 11.92% 11.19% 28.04%
Ability to pay for healthy food
choices 153 131 105
Poor 5.88% 5.34% 2.86%
Fair 22.88% 33.59% 10.48% 0.0003
Good 52.94% 44.27% 52.38%
Excellent 18.30% 16.79% 34.29%
Quality of water in rivers and lakes
in community 150 132 106
Poor 5.33% 3.03% 9.43%
Fair 30.00% 31.06% 42.45% 0.0475
Good 50.67% 55.30% 36.79%
Excellent 14.00% 10.61% 11.32%
Everyone in household having
medical insurance 152 133 108
Yes 96.05% 89.47% 99.07% 0.0027
Avoid seeing doctor in past 12
months because of cost 147 129 105
Yes 21.77% 31.78% 18.10% 0.0358
High school Some College or
ASPECTS OF PUBLIC SAFETY college/ advanced p-value
grad or less .
vocational degree
Quality of law enforcement 152 134 107
Poor 7.2% 6.0% 3.7%
Fair 11.2% 17.2% 18.7% 0.620
Good 60.5% 58.2% 57.9%
Excellent 21.1% 18.7% 19.6%
Efforts to prevent crime 152 133 106
Poor 5.9% 6.8% 5.7%
Fair 15.8% 26.3% 20.8% 0.316
Good 63.8% 50.4% 61.3% '
Excellent 14.5% 16.5% 12.3%
Quality of emergency services 154 134 107
Poor 1.9% 3.7% 1.9%
Fair 9.7% 13.4% 17.8% 0.349
Good 58.4% 50.0% 56.1% '
Excellent 29.9% 32.8% 24.3%
Safety of neighborhood 153 133 106
Poor 3.3% 0.8% 0.0%
Fair 8.5% 11.3% 5.7% 0.258
Good 59.5% 57.9% 62.3%
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Excellent 28.8% 30.1% 32.1%
Safety of schools 149 126 95
Poor 1.3% 0.8% 2.1%
Fair 13.4% 10.3% 9.5% 0.902
Good 62.4% 64.3% 67.4%
Excellent 22.8% 24.6% 21.1%
Ability to respond to major 148 131 102
safety threats
Poor 3.4% 4.6% 5.9%
Fair 33.1% 32.1% 32.4% 0.977
Good 51.4% 51.9% 52.0%
Excellent 12.2% 11.5% 9.8%
High school Some College or
ASPECTS OF EDUCATION college/ advanced p-value
grad or less .
vocational degree
A place that meets your family’s | 106 99 87
educational needs
Poor 2.8% 2.0% 3.4%
Fair 17.9% 17.2% 18.4% 0.971
Good 58.5% 59.6% 52.9%
Excellent 20.8% 21.2% 25.3%
Birth to 3 education 97 91 76
Poor 9.3% 11.0% 9.2%
Fair 27.8% 36.3% 42.1% 0.377
Good 53.6% 39.6% 38.2%
Excellent 9.3% 13.2% 10.5%
Early education opportunities 101 92 78
Poor 6.9% 3.3% 1.3%
Fair 14.9% 22.8% 23.1% 0.107
Good 54.5% 48.9% 39.7%
Excellent 23.8% 25.0% 35.9%
Quality of schools 4K-12 104 107 91
Poor 2.9% 1.9% 2.0%
Fair 12.5% 14.0% 12.9% 0.583
Good 56.7% 57.9% 54.6%
Excellent 27.9% 26.2% 30.5%
Quality of higher education 106 105 91
Poor 9.4% 8.6% 7.7%
Fair 17.0% 17.1% 9.9% 0.752
Good 42.5% 39.0% 44.0%
Excellent 31.1% 35.2% 38.5%
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Opportunities in your job to gain | 88 88 75
knowledge or skills
Poor 17.0% 20.5% 9.3%
Fair 35.2% 34.1% 28.0% 0.056
Good 37.5% 28.4% 34.7%
Excellent 10.2% 17.0% 28.0%
Community resources to learn 115 115 102
new skills
Poor 18.3% 32.2% 22.5%
Fair 40.9% 36.5% 48.0% 0.101
Good 34.8% 23.5% 22.5%
Excellent 6.1% 7.8% 6.9%
High school Some College or
ASPECTS OF QUALITY OF LIFE college/ advanced p-value
grad or less .
vocational degree
Leisure time opportunities 151 132 108
Poor 9.3% 11.4% 6.5%
Fair 30.5% 32.6% 28.7% 0.313
Good 49.7% 39.4% 45.4%
Excellent 10.6% 16.7% 19.4%
Opportunities for youth to 148 129 104
explore interests and participate
in positive activities
Poor 8.1% 10.9% 3.8%
Fair 39.9% 32.6% 39.4% 0.493
Good 43.2% 46.5% 45.2%
Excellent 8.8% 10.1% 11.5%
Opportunities to enjoy fine arts | 150 132 107
and cultural experiences
Poor 20.0% 22.7% 15.9%
Fair 43.3% 48.5% 45.8% 0.394
Good 31.3% 22.0% 28.0%
Excellent 5.3% 6.8% 10.3%
Physical recreation for adults 149 131 108
Poor 9.4% 14.5% 8.3%
Fair 37.6% 29.0% 30.6% 0.049
Good 45.0% 42.0% 39.8%
Excellent 8.1% 14.5% 21.3%
Safe bike routes to school or 145 129 106
work
Poor 31.7% 46.5% 41.5% 0.091
Fair 41.4% 36.4% 36.8%
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Good 23.4% 11.6% 18.9%
Excellent 3.4% 5.4% 2.8%
Library services in your 149 130 108
community
Poor 18.8% 20.0% 18.5%
Fair 27.5% 29.2% 35.2% 0.893
Good 41.6% 39.2% 34.3% '
Excellent 12.1% 11.5% 12.0%
Efforts to protect the natural 149 130 106
environment
Poor 14.8% 16.9% 17.0%
Fair 32.2% 43.1% 41.5% 0.314
Good 45.6% 31.5% 34.0% '
Excellent 7.4% 8.5% 7.5%
Opportunities to volunteer 145 132 106
Poor 7.6% 12.1% 2.8%
Fair 29.7% 29.5% 34.0% 0.226
Good 47.6% 47.7% 50.0%
Excellent 15.2% 10.6% 13.2%
A place where people are 151 133 106
treated respectfully
Poor 4.0% 9.8% 9.4%
Fair 30.5% 32.2% 32.1% 0.441
Good 49.0% 46.6% 46.2%
Excellent 16.6% 11.3% 12.3%
A place where people of 144 130 105
different cultural/racial/ethnic
backgrounds are included in
decision-making
Poor 11.1% 16.2% 22.9%
Fair 33.3% 43.1% 41.0% 0.038
Good 46.5% 33.8% 28.6%
Excellent 9.0% 6.9% 7.6%
High school Some college/ College or
ASPECTS OF THE ECONOMY . advanced p-value
grad or less vocational
degree
The availability of jobs with wages that
offer a good standard of living for you 127 115 99
(and/or family)
Poor 37.0% 39.1% 24.2% 0.140
Fair 40.2% 33.0% 41.4%
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Good 21.3% 22.6% 30.3%
Excellent 1.6% 5.2% 4.0%
The ability you have to meet your
(and/or your family's) basic needs for 146 125 103
food, housing, and clothing
Poor 11.0% 12.8% 2.9%
1 0, 0, 0,
Fair 27.4% 24.0% 8.7% 0.000
Good 43.2% 46.4% 49.5%
Excellent 18.5% 16.8% 38.8%
Your ability to pa!y for housing for you 133 124 100
and/or your family
Poor 6.0% 12.1% 3.0%
H 0, 0, 0,
Fair 26.3% 21.0% 10.0% 0.000
Good 51.1% 46.8% 48.0%
Excellent 16.5% 20.2% 39.0%
The availability of resources to help you 116 109 90
budget your money
Poor 9.5% 19.3% 7.8%
H 0, 0, 0,
Fair 32.8% 31.2% 30.0% 0.134
Good 50.0% 38.5% 50.0%
Excellent 7.8% 11.0% 12.2%
Your ability to pay for education
beyond high school for your and/or 73 87 83
your family
Poor 31.5% 31.0% 12.0%
H 0, 0, 0,
Fair 41.1% 43.7% 20.5% 0.000
Good 24.7% 14.9% 50.6%
Excellent 2.7% 10.3% 16.9%
The availability of services for people
who may need extra help (for example, 126 108 92
government or non-profit services)
Poor 11.9% 19.4% 9.8%
1 0, o) 0,
Fair 31.0% 38.9% 39.1% 0.227
Good 48.4% 35.2% 42.4%
Excellent 8.7% 6.5% 8.7%
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The accessi!:)ility and convenience of 117 104 92
transportation
Poor 54.7% 72.1% 70.7%
Fair 28.2% 23.1% 22.8% 0.013
Good 12.0% 3.8% 6.5%
Excellent 5.1% 1.0% 0.0%
Your ability to pay for your own vehicle
(including gasoline, insurance, and 147 126 105
maintenance)
Poor 7.5% 11.9% 2.9%
Fair 23.8% 23.0% 7.6% 0.001
Good 44.9% 44.4% 52.4%
Excellent 23.8% 20.6% 37.1%
Efforts tq reduce poverty in your 135 120 96
community
Poor 21.5% 31.7% 33.3%
Fair 51.1% 39.2% 36.5% 0.229
Good 22.2% 25.0% 27.1%
Excellent 5.2% 4.2% 3.1%
Efforts tq reduce hunger in your 143 123 105
community
Poor 8.4% 10.6% 11.4%
Fair 37.8% 39.8% 34.3% 0.95
Good 43.4% 41.5% 44.8%
Excellent 10.5% 8.1% 9.5%
Income Comparison
OVERALL RATING OF COMMUNITY
AS A PLACE TO LIVE <$25,000 $25-75,000 $75,000+ p-value
79 177 95
Poor 1.27% 1.13% 0.00%
Fair 10.13% 6.78% 8.42% 0.7487
Good 53.16% 62.15% 56.84%
Excellent 35.44% 29.94% 34.74%
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ASPECTS OF HEALTH <$25,000 $25-75,000 $75,000+ p-value
Overall health 83 184 96
Poor 3.61% 1.09% 3.12%
Fair 26.51% 13.04% 3.12% 0.0002
Good 59.04% 64.13% 66.67%
Excellent 10.84% 21.74% 27.08%
Overall mental health 82 185 96
Poor 1.22% 0.54% 2.08%
Fair 17.07% 7.57% 7.29% 0.0854
Good 52.44% 56.22% 46.88%
Excellent 29.27% 35.68% 43.75%
Overall dental health 79 185 96
Poor 16.46% 4.32% 2.08%
Fair 22.78% 14.05% 8.33% <.0001
Good 35.44% 55.14% 55.21%
Excellent 25.32% 26.49% 34.38%
Access to healthcare 79 185 96
Poor 6.33% 3.24% 2.08%
Fair 8.86% 18.38% 7.29% 0.0482
Good 53.16% 47.03% 47.92%
Excellent 31.65% 31.35% 42.71%
Access to mental healthcare 80 182 94
Poor 13.75% 9.34% 4.26%
Fair 8.75% 20.88% 12.77% 0.0614
Good 53.75% 46.70% 57.45%
Excellent 23.75% 23.08% 25.53%
Access to dental care 82 184 96
Poor 15.85% 3.26% 3.12%
Fair 9.76% 13.04% 4.17% <.0001
Good 46.34% 47.83% 39.58%
Excellent 28.05% 35.87% 53.12%
Access to healthy food choices 82 182 96
Poor 3.66% 4.95% 6.25%
Fair 13.41% 18.13% 16.67% 0.6902
Good 53.66% 48.90% 41.67%
Excellent 29.27% 28.02% 35.42%
Ability to pay for healthcare 79 177 87
Poor 22.78% 7.91% 3.45% <.0001
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Fair 31.65% 29.94% 13.79%
Good 37.97% 49.15% 54.02%
Excellent 7.59% 12.99% 28.74%
Ability to pay for mental healthcare | 78 183 94
Poor 30.77% 9.84% 3.19%
Fair 29.49% 31.15% 14.89% <.0001
Good 30.77% 49.18% 55.32%
Excellent 8.97% 9.84% 26.60%
Ability to pay for dental care 83 185 95
Poor 28.92% 7.57% 2.11%
Fair 31.33% 34.59% 14.74% <.0001
Good 32.53% 45.95% 52.63%
Excellent 7.23% 11.89% 30.53%
Ability to pay for healthy food
choices 82 184 94
Poor 8.54% 4.35% 2.13%
Fair 37.80% 24.46% 9.57% <.0001
Good 41.46% 51.63% 56.38%
Excellent 12.20% 19.57% 31.91%
Quality of water in rivers and lakes
in community 82 184 95
Poor 4.88% 3.80% 11.58%
Fair 31.71% 35.87% 32.63% 0.1444
Good 51.22% 50.54% 41.05%
Excellent 12.20% 9.78% 14.74%
Everyone in household having
medical insurance 83 185 95
Yes 89.16% 96.22% 96.84% 0.0321
Avoid seeing doctor in past 12
months because of cost 83 178 95
Yes 26.51% 29.21% 14.74% 0.0279
ASPECTS OF PUBLIC SAFETY <$25,000 $25-75,000 $75,000+ p-value
Quality of law enforcement 83 185 95
Poor 7.2% 6.5% 4.2%
Fair 20.5% 14.6% 14.7% 0.098
Good 44.6% 63.8% 58.9%
Excellent 27.7% 15.1% 22.1%
Efforts to prevent crime 83 184 94
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Poor 6.0% 7.6% 4.3%
Fair 22.9% 20.7% 21.3% 0.843
Good 54.2% 59.2% 57.4%
Excellent 16.9% 12.5% 17.0&
Quality of emergency services 84 185 96
Poor 3.6% 1.6% 3.1%
Fair 13.1% 16.2% 9.4% 0.169
Good 44.0% 56.2% 59.4%
Excellent 39.3% 25.9% 28.1%
Safety of neighborhood 84 184 95
Poor 2.4% 1.6% 1.1%
Fair 13.1% 8.2% 6.3% 0.416
Good 54.8% 62.5% 54.7%
Excellent 29.8% 27.7% 37.9%
Safety of schools 80 176 85
Poor 1.3% 0.6% 3.5%
Fair 16.3% 10.2% 9.4% 0.211
Good 55.0% 68.2% 61.2%
Excellent 27.5% 21.0% 25.9%
Ability to respond to major 83 178 93
safety threats
Poor 3.6% 3.9% 5.4%
Fair 36.1% 34.3% 31.2% 0.670
Good 45.8% 53.9% 51.6%
Excellent 14.5% 7.9% 11.8%
ASPECTS OF EDUCATION <$25,000 $25-75,000 $75,000+ p-value
A place that meets your family’s | 57 139 76
educational needs
Poor 0.0% 2.9% 3.9%
Fair 21.1% 15.8% 14.5% 0.423
Good 59.6% 61.9% 52.6% '
Excellent 19.3% 19.4% 28.9%
Birth to 3 education 53 127 70
Poor 7.5% 11.0% 10.0%
Fair 28.3% 38.6% 31.4% 0.671
Good 49.1% 41.7% 48.6%
Excellent 15.1% 8.7% 10.0%
Early education opportunities 55 128 73
Poqr 5.5% 4.7% 2.7% 0.469
Fair 20.0% 19.5% 19.2%
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Good 49.1% 53.1% 41.1%
Excellent 25.5% 22.7% 37.0%
Quality of schools 4K-12 58 144 79
Poor 0.0% 1.4% 5.1%
Fair 13.8% 11.8% 11.4% 0.205
Good 55.2% 60.4% 46.8% '
Excellent 31.0% 26.4% 36.7%
Quality of higher education 63 144 76
Poor 6.3% 7.6% 10.5%
Fair 12.7% 18.8% 11.8% 0.328
Good 42.9% 45.1% 35.5%
Excellent 38.1% 28.5% 42.1%
Opportunities in your job to gain | 42 120 77
knowledge or skills
Poor 23.8% 17.5% 10.4%
Fair 31.0% 40.0% 20.8% 0.005
Good 23.8% 31.7% 42.9%
Excellent 21.4% 10.8% 26.0%
Community resources to learn 64 162 87
new skills
Poor 26.6% 25.3% 20.7%
Fair 35.9% 44.4% 41.4% 0.667
Good 28.1% 25.9% 31.0%
Excellent 9.4% 4.3% 6.9%
ASPECTS OF QUALITY OF LIFE <$25,000 $25-75,000 $75,000+ p-value
Leisure time opportunities 82 185 96
Poor 14.6% 9.2% 4.2%
Fair 31.7% 32.4% 28.1% 0.147
Good 41.5% 44.9% 45.8%
Excellent 12.2% 13.5% 21.9%
Opportunities for youth to 82 181 94
explore interests and participate
in positive activities
Poor 12.2% 7.2% 3.2%
Fair 41.5% 38.7% 35.1% 0.048
Good 35.4% 47.5% 45.7%
Excellent 11.0% 6.6% 16.0%
Opportunities to enjoy fine arts 82 185 95
and cultural experiences
Poor 26.8% 20.5% 14.7% 0.464
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Fair 39.0% 47.6% 49.5%
Good 25.6% 26.5% 27.4%
Excellent 8.5% 5.4% 8.4%
Physical recreation for adults 81 185 96
Poor 16.0% 10.8% 8.3%
Fair 34.6% 31.4% 29.2% 0.480
Good 39.5% 43.8% 43.8%
Excellent 9.9% 14.1% 18.8%
Safe bike routes to school or 80 183 94
work
Poor 36.3% 42.6% 35.1%
Fair 42.5% 36.6% 38.3% 0.790
Good 18.8% 16.9% 21.3%
Excellent 2.5% 3.8% 5.3%
Library services in your 83 184 94
community
Poor 19.3% 21.7% 12.8%
Fair 26.5% 29.3% 35.1% 0.443
Good 41.0% 36.4% 43.6%
Excellent 13.3% 12.5% 8.5%
Efforts to protect the natural 82 183 93
environment
Poor 26.8% 14.2% 11.8%
Fair 25.6% 42.1% 46.2% 0.005
Good 34.1% 38.8% 35.5%
Excellent 13.4% 4.9% 6.5%
Opportunities to volunteer 80 183 93
Poor 15.0% 8.2% 3.2%
Fair 32.5% 30.6% 25.8% 0.077
Good 42.5% 49.2% 52.7%
Excellent 10.0% 12.0% 18.3%
A place where people are treated | 82 184 95
respectfully
Poor 11.0% 7.1% 4.2%
Fair 28.0% 31.0% 31.6% 0.501
Good 42.7% 50.0% 49.5%
Excellent 18.3% 12.0% 14.7%
A place where people of different | 81 181 91
cultural/racial/ethnic
backgrounds are included in
decision-making
Poor 14.8% 14.9% 18.7% 0.871
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Fair 37.0% 40.9% 36.3%
Good 37.0% 37.6% 36.3%
Excellent 11.1% 6.6% 8.8%
ASPECTS OF CAREGIVING <$25,000 $25-75,000 $75,000+ p-value
The availability of quality childcare 44 94 53
for your children
Poor 9.1% 17.0% 13.2%
Fair 50.0% 35.1% 35.8%
Good 36.4% 42.6% 39.6% 0.450
Excellent 4.5% 5.3% 11.3%
Your ability to pay for childcare in 35 73 42
your community
Poor 20.0% 9.6% 9.5%
Fair 51.4% 47.9% 19.0%
Good 28.6% 41.1% 54.8% 0.000
Excellent 0.0% 1.4% 16.7%
Your community as a place that 76 175 81
meets the overall needs of elderly
person
Poor 21.1% 16.0% 14.8%
Fair 36.8% 36.6% 35.8%
Good 35.5% 41.1% 39.5% 0.863
Excellent 6.6% 6.3% 9.9%
Your access to the help you or a 74 147 65
family member needs to stay in the
home (for example, energy
assistance, cooking,
bathing/dressing, chores,
assistance with medications)
Poor 17.6% 12.9% 16.9%
Fair 36.5% 40.1% 38.5%
Good 36.5% 39.5% 35.4% 0.951
Excellent 9.5% 7.5% 9.2%
Your community as a place that 74 162 73
meets the overall needs of persons
with disabilities
Poor 17.6% 12.3% 16.4%
Fair 37.8% 46.3% 35.6% 0.721
Good 36.5% 35.2% 41.1%
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Excellent 8.1% 6.2% 6.8%
Efforts to prevent abuse or neglect 71 163 74
of vulnerable people (children,
seniors, people with disabilities)
Poor 14.1% 7.4% 6.8%
Fair 33.8% 42.3% 35.1%
Good 45.1% 42.3% 47.3% 0.514
Excellent 7.0% 8.0% 10.8%
The availability of services that 68 147 65
meet the needs of abused children
and adults (domestic violence,
sexual violence)
Poor 13.2% 12.2% 15.4%
Fair 36.8% 47.6% 40.0%
Good 42.6% 32.7% 35.4% 0.769
Excellent 7.4% 7.5% 9.2%
Issues in the Community <$25,000 $25-75,000 $75,000+ p-value
Alcohol Use 84 183 95
1=No Concern 31.0% 19.1% 15.8%
2 25.0% 36.6% 35.8% 0.178
3 26.2% 25.7% 31.6%
4=Very Concerned 17.9% 18.6% 16.8%
Bullying 83 182 95
1=No Concern 19.3% 13.2% 8.4%
2 30.1% 30.2% 27.4% 0.242
3 26.5% 36.3% 43.2%
4=Very Concerned 24.1% 20.3% 21.1%
Domestic abuse, child abuse, elder
abuse 79 182 95
1=No Concern 21.5% 13.7% 7.4%
2 26.6% 29.1% 36.8% 0.056
3 27.8% 35.7% 41.1%
4=Very Concerned 24.1% 21.4% 14.7%
Excessive Personal Debt 81 180 95
1=No Concern 25.9% 23.9% 25.3% 0.646
2 34.6% 38.9% 44.2%
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3 27.2% 28.3% 18.9%
4=Very Concerned 12.3% 8.9% 11.6%
Financial problems experienced by
local governments 83 173 9>
1=No Concern 19.3% 9.5% 12.6%
o) 0, ()
2 21.7% 34.6% 28.4% 0.234
3 37.3% 33.5% 37.9%
4=Very Concerned 21.7% 22.3% 21.1%
Funding for local schools 83 182 95
1=No Concern 13.3% 7.1% 7.4%
0, 0, 0,
2 26.5% 25.8% 12.6% 0.065
3 34.9% 39.6% 42.1%
4=Very Concerned 25.3% 27.5% 37.9%
Gambling (in-person or online) 84 183 94
1=No Concern 48.8% 45.9% 47.9%
0, 0, 0,
2 29.8% 31.7% 38.3% 0.513
3 13.1% 16.9% 10.6%
4=Very Concerned 8.3% 5.5% 3.2%
Homelessness 84 184 95
1=No Concern 32.1% 25.5% 30.5%
0, 0, [s)
2 39.3% 47.8% 42.1% 0.179
3 13.1% 19.0% 21.1%
4=Very Concerned 15.5% 7.6% 6.3%
Hunger 82 183 95
1=No Concern 17.1% 13.1% 18.9%
0, 0, 0,
2 40.2% 43.2% 37.9% 0.458
3 25.6% 33.9% 31.6%
4=Very Concerned 17.1% 9.8% 11.6%
Identity Theft 84 184 95
1=No Concern 15.5% 10.3% 12.6%
0, 0, 0,
2 27.4% 24.5% 30.5% 0.314
3 23.8% 37.5% 33.7%
4=Very Concerned 33.3% 27.7% 23.2%
lllegal Drug Use 84 184 95
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1=No Concern 15.5% 8.7% 6.3%
0, 0, 0,
2 13.1% 19.6% 16.8% 0.216
3 29.8% 33.7% 42.1%
4=Very Concerned 41.7% 38.0% 34.7%
Obesity 83 183 94
1=No Concern 21.7% 14.2% 11.7%
0, 0, o)
2 25.3% 28.4% 31.9% 0.672
3 33.7% 36.6% 36.2%
4=Very Concerned 19.3% 20.8% 20.2%
Over the Counter drug misuse 84 183 95
1=No Concern 25.0% 18.6% 14.7%
0, 0, 0,
2 32.1% 35.0% 34.7% 0.227
3 19.0% 30.6% 32.6%
4=Very Concerned 23.8% 15.8% 17.9%
Prescription drug misuse 83 183 95
1=No Concern 27.7% 17.5% 15.8%
0, 0, 0,
2 28.9% 35.0% 31.6% 0.012
3 14.5% 30.6% 34.7%
4=Very Concerned 28.9% 16.9% 17.9%
Risk of foreclosure and bankruptcy | 82 181 95
1=No Concern 35.4% 26.5% 33.7%
0, 0, 0,
2 29.3% 38.7% 52.6% 0.000
3 20.7% 28.7% 12.6%
4=Very Concerned 14.6% 6.1% 1.1%
Risk of losing your job 79 182 95
1=No Concern 55.7% 40.7% 49.5%
0, 0, [s)
2 17.7% 30.8% 34.7% 0.025
3 12.7% 18.1% 11.6%
4=Very Concerned 13.9% 10.4% 4.2%
Sexual abuse and sexual violence 82 184 95
1=No Concern 34.1% 26.1% 26.3%
0, [s) 0,
2 28.0% 40.2% 36.8% 0.548
3 22.0% 22.8% 23.2%
4=Very Concerned 15.9% 10.9% 13.7%
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Suicide 82 184 95
1=No Concern 37.8% 25.5% 29.5%
2 25.6% 39.7% 37.9% 0.055
3 15.9% 23.9% 21.1%
4=Very Concerned 20.7% 10.9% 11.6%
Tobacco use 82 182 95
1=No Concern 42.7% 30.2% 26.3%
2 15.9% 35.7% 32.6% 0.027
3 19.5% 19.8% 24.2%
4=Very Concerned 22.0% 14.3% 16.8%
Race Comparison
OVERALL RATING OF COMMUNITY White (S'r\'n‘;'l‘l":::‘t;e
AS A PLACE TO LIVE .
size)
375 2
Poor 0.80% 0.00%
Fair 7.47% 0.00%
Good 57.87% 50.00%
Excellent 33.87% 50.00%
Non-white
ASPECTS OF HEALTH White (small sample
size)
Overall health 390 3
Poor 1.79% 0.00%
Fair 12.82% 0.33%
Good 64.87% 0.33%
Excellent 20.51% 0.33%
Overall mental health 390 3
Poor 0.77% 0.00%
Fair 9.23% 0.00%
Good 53.85% 0.33%
Excellent 36.15% 0.67%
Overall dental health 387 3
Poor 5.43% 0.33%
Fair 14.73% 0.00%
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Good 52.97% 0.33%
Excellent 26.87% 0.33%
Access to healthcare 386
Poor 3.11% 0.33%
Fair 13.73% 0.00%
Good 48.70% 0.33%
Excellent 34.46% 0.33%
Access to mental healthcare 380
Poor 8.16% 0.33%
Fair 16.32% 0.00%
Good 51.32% 0.33%
Excellent 24.21% 0.33%
Access to dental care 387
Poor 5.17% 0.33%
Fair 10.08% 0.00%
Good 46.51% 0.33%
Excellent 38.24% 0.33%
Access to healthy food choices 387
Poor 4.95% 0.00%
Fair 15.76% 0.67%
Good 48.06% 0.00%
Excellent 31.52% 0.33%
Ability to pay for healthcare 367
Poor 10.35% 0.00%
Fair 26.43% 0.00%
Good 46.87% 0.67%
Excellent 16.35% 0.33%
Ability to pay for mental healthcare | 380
Poor 12.37% 0.33%
Fair 26.05% 0.00%
Good 46.84% 0.33%
Excellent 14.74% 0.33%
Ability to pay for dental care 389
Poor 10.80% 0.33%
Fair 28.53% 0.00%
Good 44.,99% 0.33%
Excellent 15.68% 0.33%
Ability to pay for healthy food
choices 386
Poor 4.66% 0.00%
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Fair 23.58% 0.00%
Good 50.00% 0.33%
Excellent 21.76% 0.67%
Quality of water in rivers and lakes
in community 385 3
Poor 5.45% 0.00%
Fair 33.77% 0.00%
Good 48.83% 0.67%
Excellent 11.95% 0.33%
Everyone in household having
medical insurance 389 3
Yes 94.86% 100.00%
Avoid seeing doctor in past 12
months because of cost 376 3
Yes 23.94% 0.33%
Non-white
ASPECTS OF PUBLIC SAFETY White (small sample
size)
Quality of law enforcement 390 3
Poor 5.4% 33.3%
Fair 15.1% 33.3%
Good 59.2% 33.3%
Excellent 20.3% 0.0%
Efforts to prevent crime 388 3
Poor 5.7% 33.3%
Fair 20.6% 33.3%
Good 58.8% 33.3%
Excellent 14.9% 0.0%
Quality of emergency services 392 3
Poor 2.3% 0.0%
Fair 13.0% 33.3%
Good 54.8% 33.3%
Excellent 29.8% 33.3%
Safety of neighborhood 389 3
Poor 1.3% 0.0%
Fair 8.7% 0.0%
Good 59.6% 66.7%
Excellent 30.3% 33.3%
Safety of schools 368 3
Poor 1.1% 0.0%
Fair 10.9% 33.3%
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Good 64.9% 33.3%
Excellent 23.1% 33.3%
Ability to respond to major 378 3
safety threats
Poor 3.7% 33.3%
Fair 32.5% 33.3%
Good 52.1% 33.3%
Excellent 11.6% 0.0%
Non-white
ASPECTS OF EDUCATION White (small sample
size)
A place that meets your family’s | 288 3
educational needs
Poor 2.1% 33.3%
Fair 17.4% 33.3%
Good 58.3% 0.0%
Excellent 22.2% 33.3%
Birth to 3 education 260 3
Poor 8.8% 66.7%
Fair 35.4% 0.0%
Good 45.0% 0.0%
Excellent 10.8% 33.3%
Early education opportunities 269 3
Poor 3.3% 33.3%
Fair 19.3% 33.3%
Good 49.4% 0.0%
Excellent 27.9% 33.3%
Quality of schools 4K-12 299 3
Poor 1.3% 33.3%
Fair 12.4% 33.3%
Good 55.2% 33.3%
Excellent 31.1% 0.0%
Quality of higher education 300 3
Poor 8.3% 33.3%
Fair 14.3% 33.3%
Good 41.7% 33.3%
Excellent 35.7% 0.0%
Opportunities in your job to gain | 250 2
knowledge or skills
Poor 15.2% 0.0%
Fair 33.2% 0.0%
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Good 33.6% 50.0%

Excellent 18.0% 50.0%
Community resources to learn 330 3
new skills
Poor 23.9% 33.3%
Fair 41.8% 33.3%
Good 27.0% 33.3%
Excellent 7.3% 0.0%
Non-white
ASPECTS OF QUALITY OF LIFE White (small sample
size)
Leisure time opportunities 389 3
Poor 9.5% 33.3%
Fair 30.8% 0.0%
Good 44.5% 33.3%
Excellent 15.2% 33.3%
Opportunities for youth to 378 3

explore interests and participate
in positive activities

Poor 7.9% 0.0%
Fair 37.0% 66.7%
Good 45.0% 0.0%
Excellent 10.1% 33.3%
Opportunities to enjoy fine arts | 387 3
and cultural experiences
Poor 19.6% 33.3%
Fair 45.7% 66.7%
Good 27.4% 0.0%
Excellent 7.2% 0.0%
Physical recreation for adults 386 3
Poor 10.9% 0.0%
Fair 32.4% 66.7%
Good 43.0% 0.0%
Excellent 13.7% 33.3%
Safe bike routes to school or 378 3
work
Poor 40.2% 33.3%
Fair 38.4% 33.3%
Good 18.0% 0.0%
Excellent 3.4% 33.3%
Library services in your 385 3
community
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Poor 18.7% 66.7%
Fair 30.4% 0.0%
Good 39.0% 33.3%
Excellent 11.9% 0.0%
Efforts to protect the natural 383
environment
Poor 16.2% 0.0%
Fair 38.4% 66.7%
Good 37.9% 33.3%
Excellent 7.6% 0.0%
Opportunities to volunteer 380
Poor 7.9% 0.0%
Fair 30.5% 66.7%
Good 47.9% 33.3%
Excellent 13.7% 0.0%
A place where people are 387
treated respectfully
Poor 7.2% 0.0%
Fair 31.0% 66.7%
Good 48.3% 0.0%
Excellent 13.4% 33.3%
A place where people of 378
different cultural/racial/ethnic
backgrounds are included in
decision-making
Poor 15.9% 0.0%
Fair 38.6% 66.7%
Good 37.8% 0.0%
Excellent 7.7% 33.3%
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